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THE ELWIN MARCH CASE OF “ POLTERGEIST.” * 
By J. Allen ‘Gilbert, Ph. D., M. D., Portland, Ore. 


On October 29, ’09, the Morning Oregonian of Portland, 
Oregon, published an account of a case of “ Poltergeist,” 


which attracted marked attention, not only locally, but also 
very generally where the associated press held sway. In dis- 
cussing the case with Dr. S. A. Robinson, who was deeply in- 
terested in the case also, it seemed advisable to make more 
accurate investigation of the phenomena than could be had 
through the reports of the press. Inquiry on the part of Dr. 


* The present case of “ Poltergeist” excited a wide interest at the 
time of its occurrence, and as reported by Dr. Gilbert, was taken up by 
the Portland Oregonian, the most important newspaper on the Pacific 
Coast, and perhaps west of the Mississippi River. Its interest was great 
enough for an article in the Pacific Monthly, a standard publication in the 
far west, and, with the growing curiosity about psychic research, received 
attention that marked it for investigation. I at once asked Dr. Gilbert 
and Mr. Thacher to make the proper inquiries and the results must speak 
for themselves. 

In the reports of witnesses Dr. Gilbert incorporates their defective 
grammar with their testimony and it is allowed to stand here as a part of 
the record. 

The most important feature of the case is its relation to human testi- 
mony. Not that it proves such testimony usually to be false, but that itis a 
good illustration of mal-observation, and this, too, regardless of the inter- 
pretation of the phenomena, unless we have trained minds to make the ob- 
servations. It is this characteristic of it that obliges us to publish every 
detail of the report. Without this investigation the case would have 
passed as one of the mysteries of the locality, and some features of it 
may still have that characteristic. But the present record is an in- 
structive illustration of the rights of scepticism.—Editor. 
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Robinson disclosed the fact that the boy had been under the 
care of a physician for some time, and through the physician 
I obtained access to the family. The boy had been treated 
for certain queer attacks supposed to be of epileptic nature. 
These attacks will be mentioned later. Subsequent history 
shows them not to be epileptic seizures. 

Numerous affidavits were taken and close observation was 
taken of the boy who seemed to be the centre of the inter- 
esting developments. He seemed to be the only one of the 
group of individuals connected with the affair who was at 
all places when manifestations occurred. He himself dis- 
claimed all power to do the things which seemed to have been 
done by some unseen force at play. 

In the following narrative data merely will be given, thus 
allowing the individual reader to follow his own conclusions 
as to the nature and cause of the phenomena involved. At- 
tempt will be made to give practically a copy of my notes of 
the case as it developed under rather close observation. Ow- 
ing to a reticence in the family and witnesses to have their 
names made public, all names of witnesses used in the fol- 
lowing narrative, except those of Mrs. Gilbert and Mr. 
Thacher, will be substitutes. The pseudonyms thus used 
will, however, represent real signatures in my possession. 
All witnesses are adults. Only one, I should judge, was 
younger than twenty-three. 

At the time of the occurrences Elwin March, a boy oi 
eleven years, was living with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jas. P. Sawyers, Portland, Ore. The phenomena in question 
occurred Oct. 28, ’09, and created great excitement in the 
neighborhood. ‘The house immediately attracted crowds of 
people and it required the services of a policeman to clear the 
house of curious on-lookers. To get Elwin away from the 
throng he was removed to his mother, Mrs. Annie March, at 
the Valley Hotel, where she was housekeeper. Here I found 
him hidden away from the throng of people eager to see him. 
Some saw in him a wonderful medium. Others desired ac- 
cess to him “ to take the devil out of him.” The various cults 
saw in him a verification of their pet beliefs. I suggested 
that Elwin and his grandparents come to our home for a 
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while till public excitement died down. Thus his where- 
abouts could be kept secret and at the same time opportunity 
would be afforded for close observation of the boy. It was 
hoped, of course, that the phenomena might repeat them- 
selves in my home where it was arranged that a number of 
physicians should meet in case there should be any important 
developments. 

His whereabouts were kept secret for about a week when 
the press finally scented him out. Then the inquiries began 
anew at our door. However, he was kept secluded in our 
home for just a month. Part of the time his two grandpar- 
ents kept him company and part of the time his mother was 
with him. Elwin refused to stay with us alone. It was sug- 
gested that one of his companions be selected to keep him 
company while in our home, but we were told that he had no 
associate, generally played alone and had no close compan- 
ions other than his own relatives. In order to aid me in get- 
ting testimony from the various witnesses the grandfather 
gave me the following note. 


Nov. 2. 
To whom it may concern :— 
I would consider it a kindness if you will aid Dr. Gilbert in 
any way you can to help him investigate the occurrences at my 
home recently. 


Signed, J. P. SAWYERS. 


Statement of Jas. P. Sawyers (Elwin’s Grandfather). 


The start of it was in the kitchen and pantry. A can of Car- 
nation cream that was partly empty—TI set it on the window sill 
in the pantry. After we got through eating I heard something 
like water. I went into the pantry and thought it was a running 
faucet. The window was open. I saw this can tipped over on 
the sill, running out. It was nearly emptied. I gathered that 
up as good as I could and took care of it and set it back where it 
was to keep it cool. Then I noticed at the drain-board the knives 
and forks began to slip on to the floor, not one at a time, but 
all at once, slipped on to the floor. [Grandfather, grand- 
mother and Elwin all were there.] Right then the platter began 
to slide off the long shelf in the pantry. They went three and 
four at atime. A tin bread can sitting on the table in the corner 
as far back as it could sit slid across the table till it toppled over 
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on to the floor. Table width was twice the length of the can. A 
lard can sat on top of this tin bread can. It had meat in it witha 
cover on it. That also fell over on the floor. The cover would 
rise from the lard can before the bread can toppled over. I re- 
placed the tin bread can as much as three times anyway, that I am 
pretty certain of. It fell each time. Plates on this same table 
slid off on the floor and broke in pieces. A kitchen cabinet sits 
in against the wall of the pantry. On this was a basket of dry 
onions. This would come off on the floor. Behind the basket 
were two cans of Carnation cream, one on top of the other close 
up in the corner. These fell at the same time as the basket and 
were replaced also three or more times. On the top pantry shelf 
at least five feet high there was a large platter 18 x 20 inches in 
size. This-slid, sitting flat, right off the shelf and struck edge- 
wise on the projecting shelf below and from there to the linoleum 
on the floor. It did not break. No one nearer than six feet from 
any of these objects. Then the chairs began to be upset in the 
dining-room. These did not all turn over at once. It lasted 
from 1.30 to 5.30 P. M. at intervals. In the parlor, which was 
not furnished, the Morris chair tipped over on the floor. A 
rocker and high-backed four-legged chair also tipped over. A 
writing-desk sitting by a window at one end of the room tipped 
over on its face and knocked the top loose off of it. In the 
dining-room a large lounge tipped up on edge and leaned up 
against the window. Square extension table five-legged (five 
feet by four feet with a leg at each corner and one in the middle) 
tipped so that it sat on two legs till it struck the chairs which 
kept it from falling. The sugar bowl and spoons on the table 
shook and rattled before the table moved. The sugar bowl 
turned over and spilled the sugar on the table before the table 
tipped. We kept straightening things up but the chairs were 
thrown over several times. Table and lounge sat up some time 
before they were replaced. I was too busy trying to save dishes 
in the pantry to tend to them. We took the dishes off the shelf 
that were left and placed them in the cupboards below. A stack 
of plates went down all in a bunch. Cups, saucers, mush-bowls 
and smaller plates were thrown and broken before they could be 
saved. We heard a racket upstairs. Elwin said, “ There goes 
Samuel’s table in his room.” Nobody was up there at the time. 
Elwin had been up there and come down a short time before. It 
was the table that fell over. How could Elwin have known this? 
In the same room there was a small stand fell over, and if I re- 
member right there was a small chair fell over. Then in the 
south bedroom there was another chair tipped over. Nobody 
was upstairs at all. I went up to see what had happened. When 
I came down the tea-kettle was sitting on the range half full of 
water nearly boiling. (It holds a good-sized pail of water.) It 
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. sat on the back hole of the stove. It slid straight out off the 
stove, stayed upright till it came to the edge of the stove and then 
turned over before it struck the floor. Several dishes of granite 
ware, some on the stove and some on the gas range, slid off in the 
same manner as the tea-kettle. One of the granite kettles had 
meat in. It fell on the linoleum and scattered the meat. I would 
have given a good deal for somebody to have seen the mess. We 
cleaned up the worst of it. Chairs also tipped over as Samuel 
Page, J. Holmes and Mrs. Abel came in. A heavy sewing ma- 
chine in the dining-room toppled over on the floor. A picture 
two feet by three feet loosened itself from the moulding seven 
feet above the floor and toppled down. A cuckoo clock, hanging 
on a nail driven in the wall, turned off sideways and stopped the 
clock. As it swayed off that way the weights (cast iron) struck 
together so hard it broke one of them in two. I got up ona chair 
and took it down and set it on the floor so it could not be broken 
further. In the unsettled room (parlor) there were two bronze 
statues eighteen inches high which were sitting against the base 
board side by side. One toppled over sideways and the other 
stood up. This all occurred at intervals. At one time two chairs 
sitting eighteen to twenty inches apart slid together so hard you 
could have heard it out of doors. One dining-room chair raised 
straight up a foot from the floor and down again without toppling 
over. During this time I had straightened the lounge again. 
One end raised about twelve inches from the floor and went down 
again. This went down so hard that Mr. Corbin, standing at the 
front door, asked what it was that happened. He came in and 
sat down for probably a half hour. Don’t know whether he saw 
a chair move or not. I did not see the hat-rack in the front hall 
when it fell. My wife was there. She tried to catch it and hold 
it but couldn’t apparently hold it and get it down where she 
wanted it and so she called in a Salvation army man who had a 
wagon out on the street. He stayed some little time. The tele- 
phone in the hall toppled off on the floor. Close to it was a chair. 
The box on which the telephone was sitting was about a foot 
from the floor. Telephone and chair toppled over. I replaced 
them as often as three times myself. It went over oftener than 
that. *Phone not broken at all. The man that Geourtz sent up 
to measure the carpet was there for a while and saw chairs topple 
over. 

That is about all I can tell about and be positive. There 
were things occurred which I did not see myself so that I could 
give a fair description of it. So many people came in toward the 
last and refused to get out so that I could lock the door. My son 
came and he and the policeman got them out. I am sure the 
following persons saw things move. Samuel Page, J. Holmes, 
Geourtz’s man (Mr. Jacobs), Salvation army man, Mr. Southey 
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(the owner of the house), Elwin and Mrs. Sawyers. I am pretty - 
certain that others saw things move. They were strangers that 


I did not know. 
Signed, J. P. SAWYERS. 
Nov. 2, 09. 


Questions. 


Q. Did small things move faster than large things? 
A. Everything moved slowly. Chairs did not fall in the 
same direction. Chairs fell backward and sideways. 


Statements Picked Up From Mr. Sawyers During the General 
Conversation Which Followed. 


Phenomena occurred first in one place and then in another. 
Seemed to be no system in them. 

Elwin was generally where the things took place. 

No apparent contact to the things. 

I stopped one chair as it was falling over and there was no 
unusual resistance. I saved it from striking the folding door. 
Never was close enough to catch anything else before it fell en- 
tirely. 

The commencement of the phenomena would usually be pre- 
ceded by a sneezing cough (by Elwin). 

Elwin did not seem to think he was the cause. Would look 
at things with half a laugh. 

Elwin would always raise his hand as the phenomena oc- 
curred. 

Things that slid off the stove and table seemed to slide toward 
Elwin as he passed. 

Plaster in house where we lived in September would fall off 
in pieces and fly twelve feet from the wall from which it blowed 


out. Can’t remember of anything of this kind that happened be- 
fore. 


There was no vibration of the house or swaying of the floor 
that I noticed. 


Nothing was disturbed in the basement. There is no attic. 


Statement of Elwin March. 


First thing that I saw of it was a basket of onions sitting there 
on the little table by the door and it went off on the floor. Then 
there was a sugar bowl full of sugar on the shelf. I saw that 
turn over and spill some of the sugar out of it. The next thing I 
saw was a tea-kettle walk off of the stove. The three of us stood 
there and watched it. Just as if it was alive it walked off. Then 
the kettles and the tea-pot and coffee-pot went off on the floor. 
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And there was some dishes settin’ on the drain-board and some 
knives and forks; they went off on the floor. Saw a big platter 
turned up sideways on the shelf that fell down on the floor and 
didn’t break. Then there was a bowl of gravy set down in the 
cupboard. I saw that tip over three times. And a pitcher full 
of milk up on the shelf turned over three times after grandmother 
set it up. She set it up three times. And I saw the bread can 
settin’ there. I saw that go off on the floor. And there was a 
pail full of doughnuts settin’ there. They fell to the floor and 
the cover fell off after they struck the floor. And there was a 
big picture upon the wall. I saw it goin’ off and tried to catch it 
but it got away from me and went down to the floor. And the 
lounge didn’t tip over when I saw it but it raised up at one end. 
When it tipped over I was out on the front porch; I didn’t see that. 
And there was a telephone settin’ on a kind of a box and it went 
off on the floor and there was a chair settin’ in the kitchen. It 
didn’t fall over but just fell against the door. And then I saw 
two chairs rise up in front of the carpet man when he was in 
there. And there was another chair settin’ in the dining-room. 
It went up into the air about two or three feet, turned clear over 
and landed on its legs again: without upsetting. Jess Holmes 
saw this, too. He was there. He laughed and said, “There goes 
the chair.” There was a writing desk went over and broke a 
piece on it. There was a kind of a hall seat settin’ in the hall. It 
went over. It didn’t go clear over. Grandma stopped it. And 
there was a statue set up and that went up and didn’t break it. 
That’s all I saw of it. 


Nov. 3, ’09. Signed, ELWIN MARCH. 


Questions. 


Did you feel that you had anything to do with it? 

No. I was just walking around and didn’t feel anything. 
Do you remember of coughing? 

I did have a little spell but it didn’t amount to much. 
Try to raise this chair by raising your hand. 

Tried repeatedly. No result. 


PIO 


At Valley Hotel, Saturday, 1.30 to 2 P. M. 

First thing of all that started was upstairs. I was looking out 
of the window. I was quite a ways from a heavy four-legged 
chair when it fell over. I was just standing. I wasn’t looking at 
it at all, and it fell over three times. Hattie set it up three times 
and it went over each time. She got scared and hollered. A 
chair settin’ in the kitchen went over as I was in there takin’ my 
medicine. And there was a table loaded up with some clothes 
on it. It went over and Hattie thought it turned over because 
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the clothes turned it over and it wasn’t. She set it up again and 
took the clothes off. It went over three times. Everything 
seemed to fall over just three times. There was a chair rose up 
in my mother’s room when I was about as far away as that book- 
shelf (six or seven feet). 


At my home, 541 5th St., Portland, Ore., 
Monday, November 1. 
I was settin’ on the piano stool. All at once the large rocker 
(piled high with cushions from the couch) started moving. 
Grandma got me in this room and made me lie down and a chair 
fell over against the clothes horse. I did not see the chair fall 
over. I was on the lounge. I heard it fall. 


Experiments, Nov. 3. 


1. Tried moving Elwin’s hands in all directions over chairs 
and small pieces of paper without moving them. Seems to have 
no voluntary control over them. 

2. With finger on Mrs. Gilbert’s forehead he failed to find 
what we had hidden or tell what she was spelling in her mind. 

3. Automatic writing tried. No avail, often repeated tests. 

4. He has no number form. 

Q. Do you always have a coughing spell when these things 
happen? 

A. Sometimes just a little bit. I always have a little cough 
before anything happens. 


Excerpts From Conversation. 


Elwin: Over on 17th Street (in Sept. and Oct., 09) plaster 
would come off in big bunches. It didn’t drop but shot across 
the room. It knocked a tailor’s goose off the kitchen cabinet. I 
think it sat on the stove once and was knocked off the same way. 
No objects moved at that house. 

Mr. Sawyers: The plaster struck the goose with such force 
that it knocked the goose off the cabinet once and off the stove 
another time. The plaster would go off sideways from the wall. 
It didn’t drop down at all. We set boards up in front of the cup- 
board with glass doors. The plaster would dent the boards and 
| knocked the boards down and finally broke the glass. Largest 


pieces of plaster were four inches by four inches. 


Question to Elwin: Close your eyes loosely and what do you 
see? 


A. Nothing. 
©. Imitate the cough you always had. 
A. Can't. It seems to be a sneeze and a cough. (He could, 
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and did so perfectly, later.) (It is like a half sudden sneeze and 
then snoring by inhalation through nose.) 

Mr. Sawyers: Sometimes he keeps up that sneezing and 
coughing till he is nearly exhausted. He would get so weak and 
tired he would fall over on the sofa. He complained of pain in 
the side, around the diaphragm. 

Elwin: Can’t stop the coughing. It stops when it wants to. 
It hurts when I try to stop it. 

Mr. Sawyers: That coughing once kept up for three-quarters 
of an hour. Tried peppermints. They seemed to relieve it a 
while but it came on again. After the coughing something al- 
ways followed shortly afterwards. The cough appeared to be a 
warning for the starting point of it (i. e. for the moving of ob- 
jects). 

Mrs. Sawyers: The coughing and sneezing did not occur on 
17th Street. That occurred first on Marshall Street. He 
coughed and sneezed here (i. e. at our home, 541 5th, when the 
things noted above occurred). 


Experiment. 

Hands on table for levitation. Failed. 

Hands joined. Asked questions to be answered by raps, three 
for yes, one for no. Failed. 

Had Elwin cough and sneeze voluntarily to see if movements 
would follow. The coughs were one to the second. Doesn’t 
hurt his side when he does it voluntarily. 

The “ cough and sneeze ” is a combination of a sneeze with an 


inhalation snore with the mouth shut all the time. Pain in region 
of diaphragm. 


Statement by Mrs. Jas. P. Sawyers. 


The first thing I saw was the dishes and knives and forks. 
They all went together. They slid off on the floor. Saw the 
picture slide down from off the partition. Chair that I was sit- 
ting in went over when I got up out of it. Saw the tea-kettle 
slide off on the floor. Saw the ’phone fall over once. They said 
it fell over a dozen times. Saw the hall seat fall over. Saw the 
large platter fall from the top shelf of the pantry. The clock 
turned to the side on the wall. The picture that came down from 
the wall did not seem to fall. It seemed to slide down easily. 
Everything that fell seemed to go over easy. The most I saw 
was in the buttery. I stayed there most of the time. 


Signed, MRS. SAWYES. 
Nov. 5, ’09. 


[ Note.—The above was given reluctantly and signed more re- 
luctantly. Possibly because of poor writing of name. Note the 
spelling of name, r is ommitted.] 
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Excerpts From Conversation, Nov. 5, 09. 

Mrs. Sawyers: “ Elwin was standing near the dishes when 
they fell. He stood there with his hands in his pockets and 
laughing like everything.” 

Elwin: “I was near the telephone once when it fell. I was 
near the kettle on the stove when it fell.” 

Mrs. Sawyers: “ Most of the time he had his hands in his 
pockets.” 

Elwin: “I was in the basement when the machine went 
over (machine in the dining-room). I was down there with the 
Salvation army man.” 

Mrs. Sawyers: “ The Salvation army man carried pictures 
down (to the basement) for me.’ 

‘Elwin: “I was near the bread can and set it up again.” 

Mr. Sawyers: “I did not feel any vibration in the house at 


“T was not near many of the things when they 


Mr. Sawyers: .“ Mrs. Sawyers had baked a cake and set it 
hot on the drain board to cool. When we went to it the center 
was dug out. A piece about three inches in diameter. The 
crumbs were scattered on the floor. I commenced to look for 
cats, supposing they did it. We had been bothered by cats. 
About five minutes later we went to see the cake again. The 
whole cake was taken out of the pan and had fallen to the floor 
and was scattered all of six feet. I took a ball bat to look over 
the house for cats. This was the very beginning of the trouble. 
This was before lunch. The rest began about 1 P. M. We did 
not see the cake move. We only saw it on the floor. The pan 
was about ten inches by twelve inches and was not removed from 
the drain board. The cake was taken out clean except for a little 
that stuck on the edge. Mrs. Sawyers scolded and cuffed Elwin 
for letting cats in. Before lunch also the can of meat on the 
bread can had the lid off and meat out on the table. I thought 
it was cats again the same as with the cake. Elwin was out in 
front sweeping leaves when the last happened.” 

Elwin: “I was not in front when both of them happened. I 
was nowhere near it.” 

Myself: “Then your grandmother boxed your ears after you 
came in?” 

Elwin: “ Yes, for letting the cats in.” 

Mrs. Sawyers: “ The cake was hot, just out of the oven.” 

(.*. no cats did it.) 

Nov. 6, 

Mr. Thacher called. We experimented with Elwin with 


hands on table. Elwin and I got no sensation. Mr. Thacher got 
a tingling sensation. 
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Mr. Sawyers: “ There always were from five to fifteen min- 
utes between repetitions of the same object falling. Usually 
something else would happen before there was a repetition of a 


former happening. Phenomena were scattered over the house in 
time and location.” 


Elwin: “I was in the dining-room when the tailor’s goose 
was knocked from the cabinet in the kitchen.” 

Elwin: “ Plaster also knocked tea-kettle and meat kettle off 
the stove on 17th Street. The tea-kettle was full of water.” 

Mrs. Sawyers: “ There were three weeks between the falling 


of plaster on 17th Street and the things that happened on Mar- 
shall Street.” 


Elwin: “ Plaster hit us in the back of the head as we were 
picking things up.” 

Mrs. Sawyers: “It didn’t hurt me very much. Some of 
them got hurt pretty bad. 


Mr. Sawyers: “ Plaster came off all the rooms and even in 
the toilet out on the porch.” 


Elwin: “ No, I don’t have very many ” (dreams). 

Myself: “ What kind of plaster was it?” 

Mr. Sawyers: “ He (Mr. Dietrich, the landlord) said it was 
wood-fibre plaster. Once he said it was good hair.” 


As illustrating the attitude of many regarding the case 
inquiries of all sorts were continually made. From several 
sources there came the inquiry whether it was really a fact 
that four street cars were off the track in front of our house 
the first evening Elwin was there. They did run off but had 
been doing so for several days before he came. The track 
was bad and was repaired. This stopped all further trouble. 
One “ Oregonian ” reporter called me by ’phone to inquire if 
it was true that while Elwin and our little girl were playing 
together he threw a stone into the air and it stayed there. 
All sorts of suggestions were given as to how to treat the 
boy and how to develop his power. 


Statement of Mrs. Gilbert. 
[Note—As will readily be seen throughout the manuscript, 
Mrs. Gilbert has been of decided importance and a great help in 
the prosecution of the work.] 


Sunday morning, November third, Elwin, with his grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sawyers, came to our home. Monday af- 
ternoon, November fourth, a business errand called me from 


476 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


home. I left them alone with much inner hesitancy for fear that 
some of the manifestations might occur in my absence. It was 
for the purpose of constant observation that we had him with us. 
When I returned an hour later I found the three in the middle of 
the home away from all doors and windows with any outlook 
upon the street. They were nervously apprehensive of being 
seen and of there being a recurrence of the torturing publicity of 
the week before.. Mrs. Sawyers said, “I am so glad you are at 
home again.”” So was I, but I laughed and said, “ Why, were you 
afraid something would happen?’ She said, “ Yes,” and was 
evidently troubled. I had attributed the troubled atmosphere 
which I noticed soon after coming in to their fear of the door-bell 
and of being seen. But I began to feel that it was not wholly due 
to that. Mr. Sawyers said, “ You see if anything would happen 
you would both (Dr. Gilbert and myself) be away and you would 
have only our word.” I told them that I had thought of all these 
possibilities, but had gone from necessity, and assured them that I 
would not again leave them alone. 

It was not until an hour or more afterwards that Mrs. Saw- 
yers came to me and said almost in a whisper so as not to be 
overheard, “A chair fell over while you were gone.” 

Later she told me that while she was lying on the living-room 
couch and Elwin was at the piano near by, a rocking-chair be- 
tween them, but much nearer her than Elwin, began to rock so 
violently that she thought the couch pillows piled on it would be 
thrown to the floor. She made Elwin go into a room adjoining 
the dining-rom and lie down on a couch. Soon after this they 
discovered a chair in this same room where he was lying tipped 
over against the wall. This, then, was the concealed explanation 


of that perturbed state of mind noticeable when I had come 
home. 


The next morning Mr. Sawyers, who had been sitting around 
very quietly all morning, not reading but seeming to be brooding 
over something, called me aside privately and related in detail 
what Mrs. Sawyers had already told me without his knowledge, 
presumably. I think that in private conversation with him upon 
retiring the evening before she had advised letting me know. 

Since the freedom from the restraint of a stranger’s presence 
seemed to be a factor in the Monday afternoon happenings, I sug- 
gested a plan which met the approval of Dr. Gilbert and both 
grandparents and was subsequently carried into effect. Our 
great wish was to see the manifestations. The plan suggested 
was to send our little girl away from home for the afternoon, and 
after Dr. Gilbert had gone to the office, for me to dress as if 
for the street, go out of the front door, passing to the back of 
the house, enter and conceal myself in a back bedroom unknown 


| 
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to Elwin. Here I would be within immediate reach if anything 
occurred and yet seemingly no one would be in the home but 
Elwin and his grandparents. The emphatic word was given by 
both that I should be told immediately should any phenomena 
begin. 

_ after I was in the bedroom I heard a crash in the kitchen. 
I could distinctly hear both grandparents hurry out. “ Elwin, 
did you do that?” “ You did that,” I heard them say, but I did 
not know until I came out that it was a chair that had fallen in 
the kitchen. 1 was not called at the time. It was not long be- 
fore I heard Elwin say, “ This chair is rocking.” “It is, too.” 
“Tt is, too,” as if some one were contradicting him. I waited 
and soon I heard a little sneezing and coughing sound which we 
had been given to understand accompanied the Marshall Street 
house happenings. Then I heard his grandmother say, “ Elwin, 
keep still. Elwin, stop that, stop that !” 

Soon after Elwin said (I could distinctly hear whatever was 
said in the kitchen as the room adjoining the dining-room on the 
back hall), “ This chair is falling over in here!” His grand- 
mother came toward him and said, “It is not. It is not.” “It 
is!” Elwin said. “ It is!” were bandied back and forth. “ Elwin, 
you did that !” “I did not! I tell you it fell over! You don’t 
believe me, do you?” he said in reply. “ No, I don’t. You did 
it.’ Then the grandfather came in and said, “ We don’t want 
anything of that kind to happen here.” Still I was not called. 
In a few minutes I heard low voices, apparently in the kitchen, 
but too low for me to distinguish and then the grandmother 
came to my door and said, “I don’t believe anything is going 
to happen this afternoon.” I opened the door and said, “ Don’t 
you?” “No,” she said. “ Nothing has happened?” I asked. 
“No,” she repeated. ‘‘ No chair rocked, or fell over as on last 
Monday?” “No, Elwin tipped over one.” “He did?” I said, 
quite interested. “Did you see him do it?” “ Yes.” “Soon 
after I came in here something crashed in the kitchen,” I said, 
“ what was that?” “ Elwin tipped a chair over and then laughed 
at us.” “ But that was all that did happen,” she replied. 

Signed, MRS. J. ALLEN GILBERT. 


Nov. 7, ’o9. 
On Thursday, Nov. 4, Dr. came to my office. He 
acted somewhat queerly. I said, ‘“‘ What have you got in 
your head now?” He said he had been talking with Mrs. 
March and asked me how I would like to play the black hand 
and get a third man to exhibit Elwin March on the stage and 
charge admission and that way we could make some money 
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out of the affair. I was surprised, and said, “Off hand I 
would say no to such a proposition for several reasons.” 

I. It would ruin the boy. 

2. It would not be honorable in us, for a certain amount 
of fake would have to be introduced. 

3. The problem would be lost to science if there was any- 
thing bona fide in the phenomena. 

I told him I would think it over but that I felt certain that 
I could have no other answer. 

He did not come to me again and I did not bring the sub- 
ject up again. 

On Friday arrangement had been made to give Eiwin a 
physical examination at my home. Dr. Birney, who was at- 
tending her during her sickness, told me this had greatly ex- 
cited Mrs. Elwin because rumors had reached her that we 
were going to operate on Elwin. He asked me to go along 
with him to see her and try to quiet her. She seemed satisfied 
when she learned my general attitude in the case. All the 
relatives have opposed the physical examination of Elwin, not 
knowing what was to be done. 

In my call to-day on Mrs. Elwin I guardedly steered the 
conversation to her meeting Dr. regarding exhibiting 
Elwin on the stage. She casually in the midst of conversa- 
tion spoke of having told Dr. that she would be glad if I 
could “ keep Elwin and find out about him.” “ Maybe if there 
is something new you could give a lecture on it and have El- 
win there.” Dr. said to her, “I will speak to Dr. Gil- 
bert about it.” He then came to me, as related above, and in 
rather confused and embarrassed way presented to me the 
above mentioned scheme of getting a third party to handle 
Elwin while we “ played the black hand.” 

I have never learned just what part Mrs. March played in 
the scheme. 


The Plaster on 17th Street House. 


Last evening I went over to see Mr. Dietrich whose 
house the Sawyers family occupied during the plaster episode. 
He became greatly excited and denounced Elwin in the 
strongest terms. He claimed that Elwin had deliberately dug 
the plaster off with a knife and chisel. He gave them back a 
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month’s rent ($20) if they would move out, which they did. 

He said the plaster was only off as high as the boy could 
reach. He had no use for the family because of the meanness 
of Elwin. (So far I had seen nothing mean or deceitful in 
Elwin.) He claims he found marks of the point of a knife on 
the exposed laths. 

To-day I went out to see the house. Mr. Dietrich went 
to the house with me. Some plaster had been off of each of 
the six rooms and hall. (Now repaired but the spots of new 
plaster could be seen.) It was not true about the plaster be- 
ing off only where the boy could reach. In the upstairs front 
bedroom a small piece was even out of the ceiling. This, 
however, was just above a gas jet where heat might have 
been the active agent. In other rooms pieces were out up at 
the picture molding, which was only a few inches from the 
ceiling. In the hall some was off at the highest point above 
the stairway on a level with the ceiling of the second story, 
probably fifteen feet above the steps below. It could not 
have been reached except with a ladder or a pole. I called 
Mr. Dietrich’s attention to it and asked him how he imagined 
the boy reached that. He said, “ Ach, he must have used a 
pole!” 

In Elwin’s bedroom he showed me some smoke along the 
top of the base board on the plaster which decided him to get 
them out because he was afraid of Elwin setting the house on 
fire. I asked him whether there were any bugs in the house 
because it looked as if some one had run a match along the 
crack to search out bugs. He said there were no bugs. 

I just now asked Elwin “ What is that smoke on the plas- 
ter above the base board in the room you slept in at Dietrich’s 
house?” He said, “ That is where grandma tried to catch a 
bed bug with a match.” 

The plaster had surely been broken badly in the house. 
It was now repaired. 


Statement of David T. Carson. 


Portland, Oregon, Nov. 7, ’09, 648 Marshall St. 

On Thursday, October 28, at about 6 P. M. I was in Mr. Saw- 
yers’ house at 546 Marshall Street, where disturbances had been 
reported, and while I was standing in the doorway between the 
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dining-room and kitchen and Mrs. Sawyers was standing by a 
window, I saw several knives and forks, perhaps eight or ten, 
raise up an inch or two from the drain-board of the sink and fall 
over on to the floor. At about the same time a small basket with 
several things in it resting on the drain-board raised up a little 
and tumbled on to the floor spilling out a part of the things in it. 

I was about six or seven feet away when the things moved. 
Mrs. Sawyers was at about the same distance from the sink. The 
boy was not in the room. I said to Mrs. Sawyers, “ Did you see 
that?” and she said, “ Yes, that’s just the wav the rest of them 


go.” 
No one was near the sink when the knives and forks and the 
basket were tumbled off. 


DAVID T. CARSON. 


Statement of Carl E. Spalding. 


It was on the afternoon of October 28, 09. I went into the 
drugstore and Abel was telling some old gentleman about it. I 
asked him what he was trying to give us. He said, “ There is 
the house, You can go and see for yourself.” So we both went 
over there (this old gentleman and I) and walked through the 
hall into the dining-room. I had been in the house about ten 
minutes, I guess. The boy was in the kitchen. The door was 
open between dining-room and kitchen. Two heavy upholstered 
chairs in the parlor deliberately turned over, one following the 
other, five to ten seconds apart. 

That convinced me there was something in it and I left. That 
was all I saw of it. I didn’t believe it could be done till I saw 
it. It looked to me as if there was somebody behind them pull- 
ing them back, but there was no one there, of course. 

“Where were the grandparents? ” 

“In the dining room. The boy was in the kitchen.” 
“Was anybody in the parlor?” 

NO” 

“ Did you hear any groans or noises?” 

a4 “No, I didn’t feel any electric shocks either when I was 
in there.” 


PIO PIO DIO 


CARL E. SPALDING 
Nov. 7, ’09. 


Statement of C. C. Jacobs. 


My experiences at the Sawyers’ residence, 546 Marshall street. 

I arrived at the house at about 2:45 P. M. on the 28th day of 
October, 1909, and left about 3 P. M. 

The first thing I saw upon entering the place was the furniture 
all upset and scattered on the floor. I saw a couch in the din- 
ing-room leaning against the wall, a table and chairs, writing- 
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desk, Morris chair, crockery, and cooking utensils scattered upon 
the floor. 

Surprised at seeing all this, we walked through the house and 
then down to the basement and while there we [the boy on the 
landing] heard a loud crash and upon coming back upstairs to 
the dining-room I saw it was the sewing machine that had over- 
turned and after that we [boy downstairs, nobody upstairs] 
were all standing in the parlor and then another crash upstairs. 

Upon going upstairs we found a table with a lamp setting on 
it had overturned and smashed lamp. 

Then we walked to the kitchen and there I saw a tea-kettle 
slide from the back of the stove to the floor. I saw a chair stand- 
ing in front of the telephone fall to the floor and in turning 
around then in about the same time I saw a chair fall on its side 
in the dining-room and then I walked over to where it fell and 
picked it up, examined it closely and found it to be an ordinary 
chair. I placed the chair on the floor in its right position and 
then I started to measure for a carpet in the parlor. For that pur- 
pose I was sent to this house by the firm I am working for. I 
got ready and placed my tape line on the floor and on looking 
back I saw the same chair that I had examined and placed on 
the floor jump and wabble and then topple over and fall. Then 
standing in the front hall I saw another chair placed in the back 
hall move and fall, and by this time I had my measure for the 
room taken and thought I’d take a last look. (I was then 
standing in the dining-room.) I saw the pantry door swing 
open and slam shut with a great force, and at the same time I 
heard the knives and forks, I suppose they were. I did not see 
them but heard them rattle. Very respectfully yours, 


C. C. JACOBS. 
311 Sherman Street, City. 


“Was the boy near any of these objects? ” 
“ Boy was not near any of the objects I saw move.” 
“Was anybody near them?” 


“No one was near any of the objects I saw move.” 


Mrs. Armstrong’s Account Taken by Mr. Thacher. 


On November 5 I had a talk with Mrs. Armstrong at 548 Mar- 
shall, next door to the Sawyers’ home. She said she was in the 
Sawyers’ home on the afternoon of October 28 and saw the 
smashed crockery strewn about and the overturned furniture. I 
asked her if she saw anything move without being touched and 
she said that she saw two chairs tip over. I asked about the 
position of the boy when the chairs moved and she said one 
tipped over just after he passed it. I asked if he touched it or was 
near enough to touch it. She said that he passed near enough 
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to touch it but that she did not see him touch it. I asked her 
how far beyond the chair he was when it fell and she said, 
“ About one step beyond it.” 

I asked if the chair raised up in the air and she said it did not. 
I asked about the other chair and she said no one was near it 
when it fell. 

She said there were several people in the room at the time. I 
asked how near anyone was to the chair when it fell and she 
hesitated, but thought about four feet. I asked if it was within 
reach of anyone standing there and she said it was not. I asked 
if the chair rose up from the floor and she said it did not, but 
that it moved about a little on the floor and then tumbled over. 
I asked if the boy was in the room and she said he was. 

Mrs. Armstrong declined to sign any statement and in fact 
declined to give me her name but she admitted she was the lady 
of the house. Mr. Abel told me her name. 


GEORGE A. THACHER. 


Mrs. A. R. Fisher’s Account, Taken by Mr. George A. Thacher. 


On November 5 I talked with Mrs. A. R. Fisher about the oc- 
currences at the Sawyers’ home on October 28. 

She keeps a grocery at Seventeenth and Marshall, one block 
from the Sawyers’ home. She was in the house on the day of the 
occurrences. I asked her if she saw anything move without be- 
ing touched. She said she saw a chair tip over slowly and that 
Elwin March ran and caught it before it struck the floor and 
placed it upright. She said she was not facing the chair, but 
happened to turn in time to see it begin to slowly tip over and 
to see the boy move quickly towards it and catch it. I asked her 
if anyone was near the chair and she said no one was close to it. 
I asked the distance between the chair and the nearest person 
when she saw it begin to move, and to show me she placed her- 
self a little beyond arms’ reach of a chair. I asked where the 
boy was and she said she did not know but thought he was near 
her. She did not notice him until he ran to catch the chair. 

Mrs. Fisher is an intelligent woman and she expressed herself 
as convinced that the chair moved without the agency of any per- 
son in the room. 

She declined to sign any statement concerning the matter. 


GEORGE A. THACHER. 
November 8, ’09. 


Q. “ Did things have a tendency to move toward Elwin?” 
A. (Mr. Sawyers.) ‘“ Sometimes they did.” 

. “Give an instance.” 
A. “The things on the range did.” 
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Q. “ Was Elwin always around when the plaster fell on Sev- 
enteenth Street?” 

A. “Sometimes it fell when he was at school. Elwin was not 
in the house when the goose fell off the table.” 


. “ Where was Elwin when the plaster fell from way up in 
top of the hall?” 


A. “I don’t think he was in the house.” 
Elwin. “I was in the wood shed.” 


Took automatic writing with the planchette. Successful. 
(See sheets of automatic writing.) Signs of fraud in his writing. 


Statement of H. J. Grant. 


Portland, Oregon, November 12, ’09. 


As I was going past the place the lady and a boy were standing 
outside and asked me to come in and see what was the matter 
with her furniture and then she took me in the kitchen where the 
dishes were broken. I did not see them but I saw a chair jump 
right up off the legs a couple inches and tipped over. Then I 
took the chair and set it up again and said to the boy, “ Now we 
will see if it tips over again.” In about five minutes it tipped 
over again. Nothing fast to the chair at all. The boy was six 
or eight feet from the chair when it happened. 

Then he went around through the kitchen to show another fel- 
low what had happened and just as I went through the kitchen 
the kettle jumped off the stove. It gave a couple little jumps 
toward the edge and then slid right off. Boy ten feet away in 
the pantry. And then what seemed peculiar, the boy went 
around to the front hall. Just as he was passing the telephone 


it jumped off the shelf. Boy four feet from it. I am sure he did 
not touch it. 


Then I stood a chair up by it to keep it from falling off, and 
then he happened to come past it again and the chair tipped over. 
And then everything was quiet for a moment. He ran upstairs, 
him all alone, too, and just as he got to the top of the stairs 
something began tumbling upstairs. There was a big sewing 
machine. I said to the boy, “It is a wonder this is not tipped 
over. I guess it is a little too heavy.” I went out into the other 
room and I was talking to one of the boys out there. Then we 
went down into the basement to see whether anything had hap- 
pened down there. Just as I got down there I heard a noise up- 
stairs. The boy was not with us. I am pretty sure he was in 
the front room. This noise was the machine that turned over 
on its side. I asked the boy if he was scared. He said, “ Yes, I 
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am.” I put my hand on his head, too. That is about all I can 
think of. 


The boy never touched a thing that I saw move. 
H. J. GRANT, 
Soldier in Salvation Army. 


November 17, 

Further tests with automatic writing were taken. These 
show their value to be very questionable. Signs of fraud. 
(See sheets. ) 

This morning I arranged with Drs. Robinson, Birney, 
Pettid and Cott, to meet at my home to examine Elwin. 

Mrs. Sawyers, who had gone home to stay, was tele- 
phoned to be present if she cared to. 

In the afternoon Mr. Sawyers said he would go to the 
Valley Hotel (where his daughter stayed). When he came 
back he said Frank (his son) had by some means found out 
about the examination and objected to it till Elwin’s mother 
could be present. (She had been removed to the hospital 
for an operation.) Mr. Sawyers seems to be the cause of this 
obstruction, though for some unaccountable reason Frank has 
obstructed rather than helped the investigation. He refuses 
to give any statement of what he saw move during the dis- 
turbances on Marshall Street. Scott Perry (a cousin of 
Frank and rooming at their house) also refuses to give any 
statement “ because the folks don’t want him to.” 

J. Holmes, associated with Samuel Page, also refuses to 
give any signed statement. Samuel Page’s father (brother 
of Elwin’s grandmother) seems also to oppose the investiga- 
tion. He has the money value of the boy in view as a me- 
dium to be publicly demonstrated. 

The examination of Elwin had been postponed till Mrs. 
March can be present. 


Statement of Mr. R. Southey (Owner of the House). 


Portland, Oregon, Nov. 13, 1909. 

I went over there [to the house which was next door] early 
in the business and of course there were a great many things 
upset before I got over there. There were three distinct articles 
that I saw plain. I saw a chair in the middle of the dining-room 
jump up and down about three times. It had been turned over 
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on its side and I saw the sewing machine sitting against the wall. 
I heard it jump. Just as I turned around I saw it flop right over 
on its face and I saw the telephone dumping over off of a little box 
they had it sitting on in the hall. I put the chair up against it to 
keep it up and that chair—I stood pretty close to it just to watch 
it—that chair would tumble up against me. I ketched it several 
times and held it up. When I left go of it and stepped back a 
little ways it flopped right over, chair and telephone both. 

Well, I saw some knives and forks sliding along the dry-board 
on the sink in the kitchen without anybody near them. I heard 
a big knock upstairs. I went up and found a big lounge toppled 
over. Nobody touched the things I saw move. All that time 
nobody was in the house except the family. They hadn’t started 
to come yet. Nothing was near the chair. No strings or any- 
thing touching it. J didn’t feel no movement of the house. Not 
a tremble. No motion whatever. 


R. SOUTHEY. 


P. S.—Everything jumped before it fell over. There was no 
possible chance for fraud over there. 


Statement of Harold Meyers (a Delivery Boy). 


Portland, Oregon, Nov. 13, 1909. 


As I was coming down Marshall Street I saw Grant’s wagon. I 
stopped my horse and lighted my pipe standing outside. The 
wood-pile across the street fell over toward the Sawyers’ house. 
The wood-pile was across the street. Then I heard a big racket 
in the house and Galahue came to the door and called me in to 
show me. I went inside and saw everything dumped over and I 
went into the kitchen. A large boy (not Elwin) was standing 
in the pantry. The little kid was somewhere around there. I 
don’t where he was. As I went through the kitchen into the 
hall I heard a noise and looked back and saw the kettle rolling on 
the floor. It was on the stove as I went through the kitchen. 
Then the little kid went through the hall. I went behind him. 
The chair by the phone fell over. The chair was against the 
phone to hold it on. We was in the basement (Grant and I) to 
see whether there was any signs of cracks for earthquakes and 
we could not see anything nor feel any jar at all. Then we came 
upstairs and beat it out of there before I got killed. 


_ Iam sure nothing touched the articles I saw move and noth- 
ing was fast to them. 


HAROLD H. MEYERS. 
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Statement of Hattie Sawyers (Sister of Elwin’s Mother). 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 13, ’09. 
At Marshall Street. 

I saw the Morris chair tip over on its side. Saw a straight- 
backed chair fall backwards. Saw another plain dining-room 
chair fall backwards. The telephone fell off the shelf and I 
picked it up. Saw the coffee pot and tea-kettle fall off the stove. 
It kept kind o’ raisin’ up and then slid off. Elwin was not near 
the kettle when it fell off. He was in the dining-room. He said, 
“ There goes the tea-kettle! ” 

At Valley Hotel. 

Here I saw a small straight-backed chair tip over three times. 
Elwin was standing with his back to it three feet away and was 
having a “ coughing and sneezing spell” when it fell. A rocker 
tipped over in one of the rooms upstairs. 

Nothing was touching the things I saw move. 

HATTIE M. SAWYERS. 


Statement of Mrs. Annie March (Elwin’s Mother). 


St. Vincent’s Hospital, November 16, ’09. 

At Marshall Street House. 
The first thing I saw was the tea-kettle slide off the stove. 
It gave a hop and hopped off till it got on the floor. The next 
thing I saw was:the hall-tree. It ended right around. It would 
have fell but they caught it. The next thing I saw was the two 
chairs that upset right over backwards and then the coffee-pot 
went off the stove on to the floor. And then the telephone, I saw 
it fall on the floor. The chair next to it raised about a foot from 
the floor and then set down as straight as could be. Then I 
heard the lounge when one end of it raised up and came down. 
I was at the front door and did not see it. 

That is all I saw there. 


At Valley Hotel. 

I saw a chair raise up from the back about two inches. Then 
it went back again straight up and down and then turned over 
on its side. Elwin was sitting in the rocker at the foot of the 
bed. He was not near enough to the other chair to touch it. 
That is all I saw down there. 


MRS. ANNIE MARCH. 
Statement of F. J. McDonald (Reporter). 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 16, 1909. 
Dr. J. Allen Gilbert, Portland, Oregon. 
Dear Sir:—Giving in detail my experience in the Sawyers 


home on Marshall Street, which seemingly on Oct. 28 was made 
topsy-turvy by an unseen force, I have to state as follows: 


The Elwin March Case of “Poltergeist.” 487 


Sent by The Oregonian to write the story of the disturbance 
I arrived at the house about 3.45 o’clock and found everything in 
turmoil throughout the seven rooms of the two-story edifice. 
Furniture was upturned, everything was awry in every room. I 
remained in the house for more than an hour to “see with my 
own eyes” what the elderly Sawyers folks said had happened, 
that inanimate things moved of their own accord. 

After waiting about an hour I was in the kitchen looking out 
a window when a chair a little less than a yard from me tipped 
back by itself and leaned against the wainscoting, only one leg 
touching the floor. Little Elwin March, both his grandparents 
and two or three women were present at the time. I righted the 
chair to see if it would repeat the movement but it remained still 
thereafter. 

Soon after this had transpired and while I was still in the 
kitchen I heard something fall, evidently in the parlor, and as I 
turned to investigate I heard another noise behind me. Turning 
quickly, I saw an agate plate and some knives and forks drop on 
the floor. A minute before these articles were on the drain- 
board. I did not see them leave the drain-board but just caught 
their impact with the floor as I turned. 

Respectfully, 


F. J. McDONALD. 


Nov. 20, ’o9. 
Mrs. Gilbert phones me at 4 P. M. to come home as soon 
as convenient after office hours. On arrival at home I found 
numerous objects overturned just as they had fallen. Mrs. 
Gilbert had left them so purposely. At Mrs. Gilbert’s request 
I at once took the following statement from Elwin as to what 
had happened. 


Statement by Elwin March. 


I was out in the kitchen. I had just come down from the 
attic and I had a key in my hand and I went in the hall and 
dropped the key and I turned on the light and found the key on 
the floor and then I came in here [dining-room] and I thought 
everything looked all right and I looked in the parlor and the 
chair had been turned over. I called Mrs. Gilbert’s attention to 
it turned over. I went back in there [kitchen]. I came into the 
dining-room and saw a chair in the bedroom turned over. Saw 
the leg sticking out beyond the door. I walked in here again and 
told her and then I thought I would see if anything had gone off 
in the front hall. There the chair was lying in the double door. 
Went back out into the kitchen and told her (Mrs. Gilbert) and 
she came in and then she went in and said she would go down and 
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see if the fire was all right in the furnace. As I was looking out 
of the window I heard a noise and I turned and looked and the 
table was turned over. . 

She told me to call her up from the basement if anything 
turned over. She heard the noise down there, too. So she came 
up to see what had been turned over and didn’t go back down 
again. And then she went into the bedroom to make the bed and 
the Chinese lunch case on the front mantel had slid to the front 
partly over the edge of the mantel. I went in there to the hall 
and you [Mrs. Gilbert] heard a noise. It was the Chinese lunch 
case. I] went back in again to the hall. When I came back the 
china tea-pot and two silver pieces, pitcher and sugar bowl, were 
sitting on the floor. She went in to finish the bed and some of 
them books there [on shelves] started to go off the shelves. She 
came in. She didn’t get the bed finished. She set there in that 
chair writing out about the doings and she had to tend to some- 
thing on the stove that was cooking. As I went to go through 
the pass pantry a whole lot of books fell. [Just to left of the 
door as you pass by them into pass pantry.] She hollered in the 
kitchen when they fell. She went in to make the same bed again. 
She hadn’t got it finished. There was some meat set on the 
stove and I was going to see if she got the bed made yet. I 
heard a noise and turned around and it was too late to see the 
skillet of meat turn. It did not fall. She told me to watch the 
meat and see if I could see it move. I said, “1 wonder if any- 
thing else will fall,” and she said “ Well, you see it if it does.” I 
saw it move next time. It was pretty near on the verge of going 
off. She went and sat down to put that down on the book what 
happened. I was standing there to see if it would come off again 
and it did and went all over and got some on me, and the cat was 
there and he got out of the way and went into the other room 
there. She went to pick up the meat. I was looking at her pick- 
ing up the meat and a dish cloth and a carving knife went off. 
That’s my story for it. I didn’t see anything more myself even 
except the meat. I saw it move. 

[Note.—Mrs. Gilbert and Elwin were in the house alone. 
Grandpa had gone over to the home on Marshall Street.) 


We decided not to call anyone to see it because of the 
evident fraud as manifested by the above and by the follow- 


ing account written by Mrs. Gilbert while the overturning 
was in progress. 


Saturday, November 20, 1909. 
Dr. Gilbert had gone to the office. Mr. Sawyers had gone to 
the Marshall Street house: our little girl was away for the after- 
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noon. As we had no maid at the time, Elwin and I were alone. 
Moreover, I was very busy all afternoon at household duties as 
the woman hired to come that day had disappointed us. As a 
consequence Elwin was thrown largely upon his own devices. 
Two little incidents occurring shortly after two o’clock, though 
regarded as of no importance at the time, are significant for ex- 
planation of what later occurred. Elwin coming down from the 
attic, said, “ I dropped the key, Mrs. Gilbert, but I hunted for it 
and found it in the yard.” Supposing that the key had accident- 
ally dropped while he was looking out of the window. I thought 
nothing of this remark. A few moments later he came from the 
lavatory, handed me the key and said, “ You had better take it, 
Mrs. Gilbert, before it is lost. It dropped again and I had to pull 
the light to find it.” Again I thought nothing of either the hap- 
pening or the remark. But in the light of succeeding events it 
was meant by him to be the first indication that “things were 
going to happen,” for in telling his account of the happenings of 


the afternoon to Dr. Gilbert later, he began by telling of the queer 
behavior of the attic key. 


At 2.40 he came into kitchen from the front part of the house 
and said, “ Look, Mrs. Gilbert, did you turn this chair in the par- 
lor over?” The big leather arm chair was tipped with its back 
resting on the couch. I said, “ Did you do it?” “No, I didn’t 
do it.” I set down in a little note book the time and the occur- 
rence, he standing by and watching me. When I had resumed 
my work he walked into the other room and finally out into the 
back hall saying, “I wonder if anything has turned over out 
here.” Communicating with this hall, also was one door of a 
front bedroom. He found a chair tipped over on its side just 
within this door in the bedroom. He said, “I said to grandpa 
he ought not to go away. Something might move.” I told him 
to leave everything as it fell and keep on walking around the 
house. 

Again I noted carefully the happening, his action and com- 
ment. This was continued throughout the afternoon, he always 
standing by while the things were written down. Nothing ever 
happened while he was so engaged. 

Pretty soon he said, after being alone for awhile, “ I wonder 
if anything has happened in the front hall. I haven’t looked in 
there yet.” He went in and almost immediately said, “ Come, 
Mrs. Gilbert, here is another chair.” A small mahogany hall 
chair had tipped over towards the hall clock and book-case. On 
the floor was the book which had been on the chair. It was 
Thackeray’s ‘“ Newcomes ” and had been open on the chair where 
I myself had been reading something some time during the fore- 
noon. He remarked that the book had just set itself down on the 
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floor. “It fell—a funny way,” he added, “ Right at the place.” 
I wondered how he could tell. He said, “ Hadn’t we better call 
Grandpa? Things seem to have begun.” I said, “ O no, I think 
not. We'll wait a while, anyhow.” And then he said, “ And Dr. 
Gilbert isn’t here. Don’t you think we had better call him?” 
“ No, Elwin, not until I see things move.” 

I went to the kitchen and he walked around the house. I 
heard him say, “ Whitney’s German Grammar ” as if reading the 
title from a work on the shelf. Soon he said, “ Look, Mrs. Gil- 
bert, I was standing looking out of the window and turned just 
in time to see these books move. They’ll tumble out pretty soon. 
Two German books, one of them the German Grammar, were 
tilted outward from a shelf of the case on the west wall of the 
dining-room. I noted the occurrence while he stood by and re- 
marked, “ Everything is so quietly done. Nothing broken yet.” 
And, “I just turned around in time. I was looking out of the 
window and just turned in time.” 

Before anything had begun to move he had said to me, “ Dor- 
othea (our little girl) will have a fine time there all afternoon, 
won't she?” It came back to me now with meaning when he 
said, “ Dorothea is to be gone all afternoon, isn’t she? It always 
seems to happen when there are few to see it,” he went on. It is 
noteworthy that in every account he himself gave of every hap- 
pening anywhere he always said “it” as if it were a purely im- 
personal power. 

Before the books came out he had talked about the fish-bowl’s 
possible overturning and wondered if it would kill the fish. I 
had used all the suggestion at my command against the idea, as- 
suring him that it would not only in all probability kill the fish to 
flounder around on the floor but also ruin my carpet. He had 
already said more than once, “I wish Dr. Gilbert were here.” 
Now he said to me laughingly, “ Keep you writing all afternoon.” 
He was in high good spirits and walked around evidently study- 
ing plans. Nor did I fail to make easy opportunity for him. 
Going down stairs to regulate the furnace I heard footsteps 
above, then a terrible crash, followed by running footsteps and 
the cry “Mrs. Gilbert, Mrs. Gilbert, the table went over.” I 
rushed upstairs and found that the big dining-room table had 
gone over on its side. Elwin was standing by the living-room 
front window when I came in. He said, “I was standing right 
here looking out the window when I heard a crash and there it 
was the table. I didn’t see that either, funny I don’t see things 
here. I did over at the other house.” The table was tipped away 
from the living-room toward the butler’s pantry. 

He wanted to call his grandfather but I said, “ No, Elwin, not 
until I see things move. Not until J see something go over.” 
He said, “I don’t see things go over myself. I guess it’s started 
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all right. Funny I can’t get to see em myself. I did at the other 
house. I’m mad because they went over when I couldn’t see ’em. 
Now things over there I could see them, but here I don’t seem to 
get a look at them when they go over. I am going to tell Dr. 
Gilbert when he comes that I’ve got things to moving for him but 
he can’t see them when they go. I suppose if the newspaper re- 
porters knew this they’d be right up here.” 

He was half laughing but was visibly a little more excited for 
him, phlegmatic as he always is. “I'll walk around and see if 
anything more will go down. I don’t want to make any more 
things go down if I can help it.” Then he said, “ How is the fire 
in the furnace?” “ Out,” I said. ‘“‘ We won’t need,” he said, 
“any more fire in the furnace this afternoon, will we?” Think- 
ing, doubtless, of the opportunity that would be his while I would 
be rebuilding it. Bye and bye, as I still sat with him thinking 
over the happenings he said, “ Maybe this is the end of it.” 

Not willing to be an obstruction to further interesting devel- 
opments which might serve for analysis of the case as a whole, I 
went into Elwin’s bedroom to do the work crowded out of my 
busy morning. Soon he called, “ Yes, here’s something more 
gone over. Some more books.” Four had tilted in the same way 
as the others out of the same book-case. This particular case had 
no doors. “ Well, I will keep you writing all afternoon, Mrs. 
Gilbert,” he said. ‘“ Did you see these start out of the book-case, 
Elwin?” “ No, I was in the front hall.” 

Always it will be noticed, no matter in how unlikely a place a 
thing had occurred, Elwin knew of it at once and called me. Nor 
were there ever any accumulated disturbances. I was informed 
of them one by one. I went back into the bedroom. He said, 
“Guess I'll go into the front room.” Pretty soon he came saun- 
tering into the room where I was. “ Anything happen in here?” 
“No.” He walked slowly back but was no sooner in the dining- 
room than he called in apparent excitement, “ Why, look here, 
here’s the queerest thing you ever saw. These were sitting on 
the sideboard.” A little Irish tea-pot and two pieces of a silver 
set were carefully set in a little triangle on the floor all right 
side up. 

Earlier in the afternoon when at one time Elwin was leaning 
against the sideboard and had remarked what.a crash it would 
make if it went over, by suggestion I had tried to avert any dis- 
turbance of it or things on it, I called attention to the cut glass, 
opened the door below and showed a set of china and gave the 
prcengd of some other articles mentioning, often, how I valued 
them. 

I went back into the bedroom. He walked into the back hall 
communicating with it and said, “I hear a noise, Mrs. Gilbert.” 
I went with him into the living-room at the front of the house 
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and he said, “ See, I told you.” A Chinese compartment lunch 
case of porcelain which stood on the mantel was pushed forward 
to the edge, almost balancing upon it. 

Concerning the things on this mantel, I had earlier in the af- 
ternoon found it necessary to use suggestion, for he had spoken 
about how things would break if they fell from this on the tiling 
below and had warned me to take them off. But I had thought it 
sufficient to tell the story of the lunch case to him, show him the 
rice cups there and explain how we came by a brass dragon can- 
dlestick and how we valued them. “I am sure nothing will be 
broken, Elwin,” I had said. Now he again said, “ You had better 
take it down, Mrs. Gilbert.” I protested again, disliking to re- 
move a single article, but he said, “ Well, I think you better. No 
telling what will happen.” So I yielded and put it on the floor. 
But even so, he was not satisfied, and said, “ You know things on 
the floor went over at the Marshall Street house.” So I took 
the lunch case up and put it away. 

I sat with him a little while after that, thinking things over. 
I wanted him to go on and yet, while I was willing to sacrifice 
anything in the house if movement should be in view without 
contact, I wasn’t willing to sacrifice one thing to mischievousness 
or willful destruction. He took a book, as I sat there, and sat 
down to read, but I told him to get up and walk around and I 
went again into the back bedroom. It was now 3.40 P. M., an 
hour since the movements of objects began. I came back to see 
if he had gotten up again. He had. I heard the roast which I 
was cooking and went into the kitchen, he following. As he 
came through the butler’s pantry a sharp crash sounded. I cried, 
“What is that?” He said, “ There,” and pointed to a pile of 
books on the floor. Books and pamphlets in the same book-case 
mentioned had been pulled out on the floor, seven or eight of 
them. They were just at his left hand as he went through the 
dining-room doorway of the butler’s pantry. I said, after writing 
this down, “ Well, I’ll go in and finish that bed.” 

I left Elwin in the kitchen by the stove. He said, “ Well, if 
anything else moves I'll call you.” I said, “ Well, you see it move, 
if it does.” In half a minute I heard a noise and Elwin ran a step 
or two into the back hall and said, “O, look, I saw it move. Look 
at that!” The vessel in which I had been pot-roasting the meat 
was pulled half off the stove, handle toward Elwin. By and by 
after the account was written he said, “‘ Well, is that bed made, 
Mrs. Gilbert?” in another effort apparently to have me leave the 
room. I said, “ Really, Elwin, I don’t know. It seems to me I 
have been in there making it a dozen times. I can’t say whether 
it is made yet, or not. I'll take the jackets off these red-beets 
before I go in anymore.” “ Alright, and I’ll watch this, now,” 
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meaning the meat. I scarcely was turned away from the stove 
when Elwin screamed, “ Look at that!” The whole pot of meat, 
gravy and all, was on the floor and spattered up the wainscoting. 
I said, “ Did the cat get scalded?” He said, “I don’t know.” 
But I noticed that the kitchen chair on which my angora was sit- 
ting was moved about two feet toward the sink from where it 
had been standing, that the cat was in the dining-room and that 
the meat had fallen exactly where the chair and the cat had been. 
The cat otherwise would have been scalded. It is a great favor- 
ite and pet of Elwin’s and he would not willingly injure it. 

While I was cleaning the mess up a butcher knife and cloth 
fell to the floor from the sink board. Elwin was behind me as 
near to the sink as to be almost touching it, but he said he did not 
see them fall. ‘The meat was the only thing I saw,” he said. 
“It went off just like at Grandpa’s.” 

I was growing tired, so I told Elwin to sit on my high kitchen 
stool out of reach of anything while I wrote down these last hap- 
penings. Anxious to leave everything untouched that had been 
moved during the afternoon until Dr. Gilbert should come home 
and afraid that the kitchen chair thrust out in front of the door- 
way just before the meat fell might be moved, I said, “ Don’t 
move this chair, Elwin.” 

He looked at me quickly and said, “ What?” I repeated, 
“ Don’t touch this chair to move it from this position.” 

He said, “ Oh!” as if he had thought that I was accusing him 
of moving objects. It was in a relieved ‘ Is that all you mean?” 
tone, at any rate. 

After this he settled down in the living-room with the cat on 
his lap as if everything were over. But his foot was conve- 
niently near the gold fish stand, even resting upon it at times, so I 
sat down near him. 

Sitting there quietly reviewing the afternoon certain facts ob- 
truded themselves. Each thing fell, or at least moved down- 
ward. Nothing was projected into space. 

Each thing moved was either in close proximity to Elwin’s 
position or could easily have been so. 

Things fell either when I was out of the room altogether, as 
was usually the case, or when I had my back turned as in the last 
instance. I saw nothing but the completed act. Surrounding 
objects were never disturbed. 

He denied seeing anything but the meat. In the case of the 
meat I had just said to him, “ You see whatever moves when it 
moves,” 


Nothing ever occurred when he was watching me note down 
occurrences. 


About 4.30 I had telephoned Dr. Gilbert asking him to come 
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home immediately after office hours if he could, but not telling 
him the reason. 

He came in now, and I showed him hurriedly the condition of 
things throughout the house and asked him to take Elwin’s ac- 
count of the happenings at once. This he did and immediately 
after left home again. 

While he was taking Elwin’s statement Mr. Sawyers came 
in. Everything was still upturned. It happened that our little 
girl was waiting at a friend’s for her papa to call for her to bring 
her home. Upon leaving, he asked me to telephone them that he 
would be a little late. After he had been gone a little while EI- 
win said to me, “ Are you going to telephone?” I was picking 
up the fallen books and, afraid if I left him, that something more 
would be done, to engage him I said, “ Won’t you please tele- 
phone? The number is M. 7329.” But he hesitated, said some- 
thing about he didn’t think he could and did not do it. I did not 
press the matter. Soon he again reminded me. Still I did not 
go but sat down in the lighted room with him instead and sug- 
gested checkers. Always before he had accepted any such offer 
with alacrity, but now it was very evident something of a differ- 
ent nature was on his mind. 

Mr. Sawyers went down to the furnace. Elwin started up 
with an animated manner and said, “ Aren’t you going to tele- 
phone, Mrs. Gilbert?” I said, “ No, she will wait until her papa 
calls anyway.” So then he got the checker board and we started 
a game. When his grandfather came up he stood looking at the 
game and I left Elwin and hurried to the phone. When I came 
back he was giving that peculiar little high-keyed giggle which 
I had learned meant his advantage in play. I sat down thinking 
he had a good move in mind, but in less than a minute he said, 
“ Why, look! was that book out like that, Mrs. Gilbert, when you 
went out into the kitchen?” 

A book in the same book-case disturbed before was tilting for- 
ward about to fall. He had evidently gotten up, passed behind 
his grandfather, pulled the book out and gotten back before I 
came in. 

Query. Did his grandfather see him? 

It passed without comment other than my saying in an indif- 
ferent tone, “ O, I don’t know, maybe it was.” 

A moment later his grandfather passed around his chair into 
the living-room saying “ Mysterious kid.” 

This ended the occurrences. As I said, I had repeatedly given 
him opportunity for doing things unobserved, but the account 
shows that he also tried to make them as when he asked me if I 
were going down to look at the furnace again, if the bed were 
made, and if I were going to telephone. 

For the last few days, Elwin, contrary to all the time previous, 
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had openly expressed a wish that things would turn “ endwise.” 
More than one day lately he has said, “ To-day they surely will.” 
He has often said, too, “It seems to happen about every three 
weeks. Maybe it is about time for something to happen now.” 

He knew, too, that on the following day his grandfather was 
to leave and his mother come. 

The afternoon and evening before this day on which the 
“things moved” had been rich in suggestion for him. Mr. 
Thacher had stayed with him in the afternoon while I went out 
and had read to him portions of Andrew Lang’s “ Book of Dreams 
and Ghosts.” Among other cases that of the Amherst case espe- 
cially interested him. 

They had written also with the planchette. Mr. Thacher 
stayed to dinner and in the evening we again read from Lang’s 
book, tried table tipping and levitation, crystal gazing, etc. Un- 
= this evening before had its effect upon the following 

ay. 

Never in any way did Elwin allude to the happenings as 
things done by himself. 

Mr. Sawyers asked if I were frightened when “ things moved.” 
Mrs. March asked if I were frightened. Elwin’s uncle, Harry, 
asked if I were frightened. Mrs. Sawyers asked over the tele- 


phone if I were frightened. But not once, at any time, asked or 


intimated any desire to know if I thought the manifestations gen- 
uine. 


MRS. J. ALLEN GILBERT. 


Nov. 20. 

Invariably when the plancehtte was asked for a name it 
would write “midnight hour” and also said in automatic 
writing that things would happen at the midnight hour. 

Following this clue I determined to sit up till midnight to 
see if anything would happen. I let Elwin sleep till 10 P. M. 
in the Morris chair where he fell asleep at 7 P. M. 

We then played checkers and crokinole till 11.55, after 
which we waited till 12.15 A. M. 

Nothing happened. 


Nov. 21. 
Elwin, in describing the raising of the sofa on Marshall 
Street, said, referring to himself and grandma, “I was afraid 
it would fall on us before we could get out of the way.” He 
had before said he was not near it and when asked regarding 
it he said, “I meant Grandma. I was not near it.” 
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Mrs. March came from the hospital to our house at 3.30 
P.M. Mr. Sawyers went to his home on Marshall Street. 


_ Nov. 22, 8 P. M. 

There had always been a seeming opposition to giving 
Elwin a physical examination and consequently the other 
physicians told me to go ahead with it without them when- 
ever opportunity offered. Consequently this evening I asked 
Dr. Robinson to come over and be present during the physical 
examination. His presence helped in obtaining the examina- 
tion because the relatives have always had implicit confidence 
in him. He has taken deep interest in the case and has from 
the beginning been a great help. 


Physical Examination. 


Pulse 84, but slightly irregular as to rate. 

No intermittance. Only change in rate. 

Pulse good in quality. 

Left pupil slightly larger than the right. 

Ocular muscles normal in activity. 

Slight blinking of eyes because of a slight soreness from some 
cause unknown. Can't read long without blinking. 

Decided scar on left side of tongue one inch from the end. 
Cut in when four years old by falling on the stairs. Tongue free 
from coating. 

Good appetite and sleeps well. Hard and soft palate normal. 

Tonsils decidedly enlarged. Adenoids present. 

Snores in sleep. 

Hearing normal. 

No glandular enlargements. 

Chin reflex normal—possibly a little exaggerated. 


Patella reflexes present with eyes open. More marked under 
reinforcement. 


No ankle clonus. No patella clonus. 

Seven chicken-pox scars on chest, one on left arm, one on left 
scapula, one on right shoulder. 

Sounds of heart normal. 

Temperature 97.8° F. 

Liver normal in size but slightly high. 


Dermatographia marked and persistent. Apex beat of heart 
in normal position. 


Heart, spleen and lungs normal. — 
No anesthetic areas. 


The Elwin March Case of “Poltergeist.” 497 


Upper half of ears hang forward and outward similar to the 
Foul type. Helix and antihelix not well marked. 
Incisor teeth normal. 


Abdominal reflexes marked. Cremasteric reflex slight. 
Redundant fore-skin. 


Circumference of head 21% inches. ‘Transverse from ear to 
ear 12 inches. 


Forehead 2 inches. 

Face from line of hair to chin 6% inches. 

From ear to ear over occipital protuberance 9 inches. 
Height 4 feet 11 inches. 

Weight 9834 tbs. (clothed). 

Born March 28, 1898. 

Dark hair, almost black. 


Hazel eye. Spine straight. No Romberg sign. 


Urinalysis. 
Sp. gr. 1016. Phosphates. Color normal. 
Reaction, acid (slight). No albumen. No sugar. 


Blood Count. 


Reds 5,275,000. 


Whites and hemoglobin count unsatisfactory on first trial and 


he objected strenuously to repeating the necessary puncture. 
The point was not pushed. 


Mrs. March asked Elwin whether the large platters at 
home were broken. He said not, but he added that he had 
a hard time keeping them from hitting him. 


In Mr. Sawyers’ statement of it he said no one was nearer 
than six feet. 


Nov. 25. 
Mrs. March and Elwin went to Marshall Street for 
Thanksgiving dinner. 


Nov. 26. 
They were to return last night. We called them by 
phone atg.15 P.M. They said they would come in the morn- 
ing (to-day). 
This morning they called up and said they would not be 
over till the next day. 
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the 28th, when she felt strong enough to resume her work at 
the Valley Hotel. 


December 7, ’09. 

On Saturday, Dec. 4, Mrs. March telephoned Mrs. Gilbert 
that a lot of things had been moving and to tell me to call _ 
after office hours. 

I went and got her statement given below. 

I asked her why she had not called me and she gave ex- 
cuse that she did not have my number, etc., etc. 

She really had no excuse she cared to give. To-day Mr. 
Thacher came to the office and when I asked him why he had 
not told me of all the happenings at Valley Hotel on Friday 
he said Mrs. March had asked him particularly not to tell me. 
He said he had just come from there and learned to his sur- 
prise that she had told me all. 

Nothing ever happens in my presence and it seems they 
do not want me there when things do happen. 

Mr. Thacher said that everything he saw done there was 
done fraudulently by Elwin. A number of things happened 
but all were done by Elwin himself and then he would lie 
about it. He says Hattie (sister of Mrs. March) also proved 
herself deceitful in that to-day she told him before he saw 
Mrs. March that nothing had happened except what hap- 
pened on Friday when he was there. 

When he saw Mrs. March she began telling of things — 
which happened on Saturday. When he confronted Helen 
with it she gave incoherent and inconsistent excuses for her 
statement which showed she had tried to deceive him. 

Mr. Thacher thinks Mrs. March is thoroughly deceived by 
Elwin and does not suspect his trickery. 

Helen, however, several times openly accused Elwin of 
trickery. 


Statement of Mrs. March. 


Dec. 4, 5 P. M. 
At Marshall Street, Dec. 3. 
The stand tipped over. A hand-glass came off on the floor 
and sat up as if some one set it there. It was not broken. It 
was on the floor when we found it. I did not see it move. 


? . 
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The stand was turned when I found it also. I did not see it 
move. 

Went down into the kitchen. The dish pan on the drain- 
board went on the floor.. Elwin, pa and ma and I were in the 
kitchen. Elwin kept teasing his grandfather to go out with him 
and he would not do it. Elwin wanted to go alone. I had him 
sit down on the chair till I got ready to come away with him to 
Valley Hotel. 

My work basket was on the kitchen table. It just gave a hop 


and spilt the things on the floor. I saw it begin to hop and then 
saw it fall on the floor. 


At Valley Hotel, 4.30 P. M., Dec. 3. 

The chair in the kitchen tipped over. I don’t know how many 
times. The liquid veneer fell off the window sill. Elwin and 
Mr. Thacher were here when that fell. It fell after Mr. Thacher 
had returned. He had gone away and we called him back be- 
cause just as he left a chair fell over. He came back and before 
he got back up here a chair in the kitchen fell over on its side 
and then turned over on its front. 

A box of gold-dust on the sink board went right down into 
the sink. (Elwin says he don’t know anything about where he 
‘was when it happened. Mrs. March says Elwin was in the 
kitchen somewhere. Just then Helen entered the room and said, 
“ Elwin was standing right there by me by the sink.”’) 

When Mr. Thacher was here there was a pail of compound (a 
common lard can) out in the hall fell over. Elwin was standing 
in the doorway about four feet from the can. It slid off the stand 
toward him. 

Elwin was standing by the sink about four or five feet from 
the stove when a kettle of lemon for lemon pie fell from the stove 
on the floor. 


Once when we came in the room the tea-pot set on the floor. 
Nothing was spilled out at all. 


At Valley Hotel, Dec. 4. 

A stand in Mr. Stevenson’s room was found upset. Nobody 
saw that, and then chairs kept going over all the forenoon. And 
then there were two tin pails and a box of raisins sitting on the 
cupboard shelf. They slid off on the floor. Elwin was about 
there (four feet away). ‘The dishpan was found sitting in front 
of the sink just as if somebody had set it down there. It had two 
spiders (skillets) in it with water. The water was not spilled. 

I had the table partly set for lunch. There were some spoons 
on it. The table cloth was partly off and scattered the spoons on 
the floor. It made an awful noise. Elwin was in the kitchen 
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(about three or four feet away) and just as we were to sit down 
to lunch the lemon pie on the treasure shelf fell off on the floor. 

This is the first time it has kept up like that so long. Began 
at 8.30 A. M. and lasted till 1.45 P. M. 

Mr. Dumback and Helen took him out most of the afternoon 
so nothing would happen. He had quite a coughing spell at 
lunch when the pie went off but the coughing was not like it used 
to be. 

Then after lunch he was standing behind my chair and that 
vestibule dish (in top shelf of treasure) started to come off and 
he pushed it back (two feet away and five feet from the floor) 
and then that pie tin sat there on the end of the table and that 
shot off over in the corner. 

Everything except Stevenson’s table happened in the kitchen 
and Elwin was present. Elwin was out in the hall a couple of 
times when chairs went over. The chair was right by the door 
(leading to hall where Elwin was) and usually fell right across 
the door. 

I never seen the like the way it kept up. This morning he 
said he could see unusually well, and the last chair he tipped over 
Mr. Daniels took him and went out with him. 

(No signature asked. Not necessary.) 


I made tests again on Elwin for voluntary movement of 
things. All failed. 

After leaving Mrs. March I went to see the men (Messrs. 
Daniels)’ who had been watching Elwin. They were the 
proprietors of the hotel. Their statements are given below. 


Statement of Geo. A. Thacher. 
(Note.—Mr. Thacher has helped me greatly in obtaining sev- 
eral of the statements and in investigating many phases of the 
problem. He is a thoroughly frank and honest investigator.) 


Portland, Oregon, Dec. 4, 1909. 

Last evening at 4.30 P. M. I called on Mrs. March at the 
Valley Hotel and spent half an hour talking with her and her 
sister Hattie and the boy, Elwin. 

Mrs. March voluntarily told me that she was afraid the doctor 
would hypnotize Elwin and “do things to him” if they got him 
by himself. 

As I went down stairs I heard a loud noise apparently in or 
near the room I had just left. I had not gone fifty feet on the 
sidewalk before Elwin caught me and told me a chair had fallen 
over. I went back with him and found that the chair I had been 
sitting in close to the door of the room was tipped over forwards. 
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Miss Hattie Sawyers said it fell on its side and then rose up and 

turned half over. She said she had left the room with Mrs. 

March and that Elwin followed her. Mrs. March admitted that 

things had been “happening” since about half-past two. At 

oa time she and Elwin were at the Sawyers home on Marshall 
treet. 

A stand was found upset in Samuel Page’s room and her work 
basket was upset. She said Elwin was not near enough to dis- 
turb the basket. 

Elwin March went to get a letter to show me. I proposed to 
Elwin to walk into the hall and see if anything happened in the 
room where we were. We left the room but nothing occurred. 
Mrs. March came back with two letters and we returned to the 
room, Elwin stopping in the doorway. I had walked ahead of 
him and turned in time to see the handle of a carpet sweeper, 
which had stood across the narrow hall just opposite the door, 
strike the floor at Elwin’s feet. “ There, it hit me on the arm,” 
he exclaimed. I think it did, probably, but he could have reached 
towards it and pulled it in his direction by taking hold of the mid- 
dle of the handle and received the blow from the end of the 
handle as it described an arc of a circle with the hinge on the 
sweeper as a center. I replaced the handle of the sweeper in an 
upright position. 

Elwin pointed out how a five pound lard pail on a box in the 
hall near the door had moved to the edge of the box nearest to 
the door. As he stood in the doorway, or more accurately in the 
hall, I noticed that he made a motion towards the box on which 
the pail rested. I should not have thought of it again if he had 
not said as he straightened up, “ This pipe is not hot at all,” re- 
ferring to the steam heating pipe. There was such an obvious 
lack of connection between his remark and the motion he had just 
made that I thought he was trying to direct my attention in child- 
ish fashion. I responded as if interested in the new subject and 
began to read a letter Mrs. March handed me and to watch Elwin 
at the same time. In a moment he began to cough and half 
doubled up with a spasm. At the same time making a sideways 
motion toward the pail. I heard a noise precisely similar to one 
that would have been made by the pail being tilted partly over 
and then falling back on its base. He repeated the coughing and 
doubling up motion, at the same time moving perceptibly towards 
the pail, and the same sound was repeated. He was standing 
close enough to the door post so that I could not see his left arm 
when he doubled up, as I sat to his left and only half facing him. 

He repeated the performance and then again. The last time 
instead of hearing the pail settle back on its base we heard it 
clatter on the floor. The coughing stopped and also the spas- 
modic motions, and Elwin exclaimed, “‘ There, the pail fell again.” 
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Mrs. March insisted that Elwin come into the room, and he 
came in and took a chair diagonally across the table (a large din- 
ing-room table) from the place where I sat. His coughing fits 
returned and he doubled over forwards in his chair at each spasm. 

A heavy bottle flew from the window sill at his right hand at 
one spasm and the table was jarred at the others. The table was 
finally moved directly away from him coincidently with a spasm 
and I changed my position so that I could watch his feet. It did 
not move again, but the bottle which had been set on the floor 
by him was thrown from under the table into the room just as he 
doubled over almost to the floor with a coughing spasm. 

At the time of the violent moving of the table Miss Sawyers 
said to Elwin, “ You did that with your foot.” Elwin replied, “I 
did not,” and lapsed into sulky silence, adding as an afterthought 
to his aunt, “ you did it.” 

Mrs. March was fully convinced apparently of the genuine- 
ness of the phenomena and expressed satisfaction that I had wit- 
nessed it. I told Miss Sawyers that what I wanted to see was a 
movement of an object entirely out of Elwin’s reach in every 
way ; that to tell of a movement which Elwin might have caused 
in normal fashion would be simply to invite people to laugh at 
me. I added that “the things that have moved to-day have been 
easily within Elwin’s reach.” 

I asked her if she had seen anything move that was entirely 
out of Elwin’s reach and she said that she had; that she had seen 
the tea-kettle move on the stove at the Marshall Street house 
when Elwin could not have caused it. Attempting to look at the 
day’s silly performance from the point of view of the family, my 
impression is that they saw enough at the houses on 17th Street 
and Marshall Street to thoroughly convince them that the hap- 
penings were supernormal and that now they do not even attempt 
to observe what goes on, but accept everything as the “ Act of 
God ” as the legal term has it. 

That may argue undue simplicity on my part, but betwixt that 
estimate and the one involving deliberate fraud by all the mem- 
bers of a large family I think that preferable. 

On December 7. I called at the Valley Hotel this afternoon 
and asked to see Hattie Sawyers. I reminded her that she told 
Elwin on Friday (the 4th) that he moved the table and added that 
I felt certain that he had moved all the things that were moved 
that afternoon. I asked her to watch him closely and see if she 
could catch him in the act. She replied that she thought that he 
did move some things “just for fun” but that she was sure he 
did not move the chair on the day when I was called back. 

Later I saw Mrs. March who told me of the movement of the 
objects on Saturday the 4th of which there was an account in 
Monday’s paper. The performance lasted for several hours, and 
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it seemed to me reasonable to believe from the answers to my 
questions that all movements were caused by Elwin, as on Fri- 
day. Mrs. March was satisfied that Elwin did not move the 
things in normal fashion. 


GEORGE A. THACHER. 


Statement of Jacob W. Daniels. 


December 9, ’09. 
The boy stood about ten feet from a chair standing by the 


kitchen door and it raised up perhaps five or six inches and fell 
down on its side and made a terrible racket. I was two feet from 
the chair watching it. The mother was also ten feet away at the 
gas stove. I saw a lot of kitchen utensils on the floor but did not 
see them move. I did not believe any of it till I saw that chair 
move. Mrs. March turned around and said “ Now will you be- 
lieve it?” I said, “ Yes, now I do.” I had been watching him 
all morning. I saw nothing else move. I heard a racket and saw 
things move. I saw him ata trick too. His mother told him to 
leave down a leaf of the table. He left the leaf down and caught 
the table cloth underneath and started to pull the ketchup bottle 
off. I caught him at it and told his mother. I did not catch him 
at anything else but my brother did. His name is J. L. Daniels. 
Signed, JACOB W. DANIELS. 


Statement of J. L. Daniels. 


Valley Hotel, Dec. 9, ’09. 

On last Saturday I watched pretty close but did not see any- 
thing move at all. He (Elwin) came up here. I was watching 
pretty close. The minute I turned my back and came out then 
the things began to move, chairs fell over, tea-pot came off at one 
time and then once his mother was standing in the kitchen door. 
He was back of his mother. He kept his eye on me. He knew I 
was watching him, and while he was standing back of his mother 
he moved his arm and the chair went over. I picked it up and 
said, “ We’ll see it go over again.” It did not move. That was 
all there was out there. Then Joe brought him up here in the 
office. He stood and looked out of the window all the time. I 
was shaving. He was standing so against the window that his 
right arm was free. All of a sudden the chair near him went 
over. I had been telling him all day I wanted to see it. He 
said, “ Did you see that chair go over?” ‘Then I says, “ Yes, we'll 
pick it up and see it go again.” While I was picking up the chair 
my hat and gloves were on the table. When I turned round the 
hat and gloves were on the floor. He said, “ Did you see that?” 
I made the same remark, “ We’ll pick them up and see them go 
again.” After these things happened I said to myself, “ Boy, I 
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will watch you.” I started to put on my collar after shaving. I 
was looking in the glass. He went back to the window and stood 
at the same chair. I could see all his movements in the glass. 
Then when he was standing there by the chair I saw him push 
the chair over sideways as it was before. He made the same re- 
mark “ Now,” he says, “ did you see that?”” When he made that 
remark I said “ Yes, and I saw you do it.” I says, “ Now, didn’t 
you?” He says, “ Yes, I was just trying to fool you.” Then I 
accused him of throwing my cap and gloves on the floor. He 
said “ Yes, I did.” Then I says, “ How about the first chair? I 
have been watching you. I have been looking in the glass. I 
can see a whole lot. You pushed over the first chair, didn’t 
you?” He said, “ Yes, I did.” Then we will go back to the 
first chair that went over in the kitchen. Then I said to him, 
“The last chair that went over in the kitchen when you were 
standing by your mother, you pushed that chair over, didn’t 
you?” He says, “ Yes, I did, but that is all I did do.” Then I 
says to him, “ How about the pie, tea-kettle, pot and other things 
that went over? You had a hand in that, didn’t you?” He said, 
“ No, I did not.” Then I gave him a little lecture and told him it 
was bad enough for things to be moving around without you tak- 
ing a hand in it, etc., etc. 
Signed, J. L. DANIELS. 


Statement of John P. Sawyers. 


Portland, Oregon, December 9, ’09. 

Last Friday, I think it was Friday, the first I noticed I was 
standing in the kitchen and a dishpan setting on the drain-board 
slid right off and set right on the floor. It did not upset. I saw 
it when it started. It was near the middle of the table. Elwin 
was standing right there close to me just a few feet from me. 

A stand upstairs in the front room had some books on it and 
tipped over. I did not see that. The boy seen that first and 
came down and told his mother about it. There were other 
things out of place right there in the same room. The other 
things was a hand-glass came right down on the floor in the 
alcove without breaking. It set right straight up on its brace. 
The lamp chimney the same way. It did not topple over. It set 
right up straight on the carpet. There was a large box set on 
the table with some postal cards in it. The box came off on the 
floor and did not spill the postal cards out. It looked as if some- 
body had set it down there. It was not toppled over, even. I 
know Elwin had not been up there to misplace anything in the 
room. This is all that I saw that day. His ma got ready and 
took him off over to the rooming house. 

Question. “On October 28th did you see things start to 
move or were they already in motion when you saw them?” 
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Answer. “I saw the tea-kettle, platters, and a number of 


chairs and other things start to move. Some of the things were 
in motion when I saw them first.” 


Statement of Dr. R. F. Ainley. 


Portland, Oregon, Dec. 22, ’09. 

On or about the 28th day of October, 1909, I was called over 
there (546 Marshall Street) knowing I did not believe in any- 
thing of the kind. They wanted to see if I could explain it. I 
was standing in conversation with Mrs. Southey and the uncle of 
the boy in the kitchen viewing the wreck. Mrs. Southey was ex- 
plaining to me what he had seen. My first opinion was a sur- 
charge of electricity. The boy who was supposed to contain the 
mysterious power was standing at my side having entered the 
room from the parlor to the kitchen through the hall, when I 
noticed for the first time a movement of the phone from a box in 
the hallway and there was a little noise accompanying it. The 
phone fell off this shelf. The boy had just come through the 
hall. I saw it after it was in motion. I did not see it start. The 
chair by the phone fell over to the north. I did not see this start 
to fall. It was just falling. I said, “ Look there!” I saw noth- 
ing start to move. Both the chair and phone were in motion. 
However, the boy could not have done it because Father Suther- 
land, the boy, the preacher’s wife and I were standing in a row 
six feet away. The boy was right by me. He could not have 
touched it. He could have pulled the phone off as he came 
through the door to me. This is all I saw move. The chair fell 
after the phone was replaced. I don’t know where Elwin was at 
— time. i think he was there but I would not be positive about 
that. 


R. F. AINLEY. [Physician.] 


[Note.—The above was taken knowing that Dr. Ainley had 
previously given Mr. Thacher a statement. Hence, instead of 
writing his dictation without interrupting his at all as was my 
custom in the other signed statements I asked questions occa- 
sionally. For example, his statement that he saw nothing start 
to move was in answer to a question from me regarding that 
point. Later in conversation Dr. Ainley said that the boy came 
through the door, to the left of which the phone stood on a box, 
and just as he came through he said “ Hello, Doc!” and just then 
he (Dr. Ainley) saw the phone falling. In that case it was very 
easy for Elwin to have dislodged the phone ashe passed it. Evi- 
dence leaves no doubt that he did this in a number of instances 
at our home, at Valley Hotel and probably at Marshall Street. 

The above statement was taken from Dr. Ainley without his 
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knowing any of the developments of the case since his first state- 
ment given to Mr. Thacher on Oct. 30th, 09. I add that state- 
ment below to show the difference between the two. In the 
statement to me he dictated in answer to a question whether 
Elwin could have pulled the phone from the box as he passed it, 
that Elwin could have done it because the phone fell just after he 
passed it and said, “ Hello, Doc! ”] 


Statement of Dr. R. F. Ainley to Mr. Geo. A Thacher. 


Portland, Oregon, Oct. 30, 1909. 
On Thursday afternoon I was in the house of Mr. Sawyers at 
546 Marshall Street and while five or six of us were standing 
near the door in one of the rooms the telephone fell from its 
stand to the floor. The boy, Elwin March, was pointed out to 
me in the group of persons near me. He had come through the 


door just before and was standing near me when the telephone 
fell. 


It was picked up and put back in place and soon after a chair 
near the phone stand rose up and fell on the floor on its side. 
These objects were moved without anyone touching them. The 
movements occurred plainly in my sight. No one of the group 
in which I was standing was nearer than four feet to the chair and 
phone when they were moved and fell to the floor. The phone 
stand and chair were close to the open door and were in the next 
room [hall] in plain sight. I have read this account which | 
related to Mr. Thacher and certify that it is correct. 

The occurrences were on Oct. 28, 1909. 


R. F. AINLEY. 


There is a slight inaccuracy in Dr. Ainley’s statement for 
which I am responsible. 

He was in a hurry, he said, to catch a train, and I wrote out 
a statement as rapidly as possible and handed it to him to read. 
After reading about half of it he stopped to talk with a patient, 
and when he came back to me in the waiting room he asked me 
to read the balance to him, which I did. As I read “no one of 
the group in which I was standing was nearer than four feet to 
the chair and phone when they were moved and fell to the floor ” 
he interrupted me and said, “It was six feet.” I said I would 
change it but he said, “ No, leave it as it is.” 

He then signed it. 


GEO. A. THACHER. 


[Note.—Mr. Thacher is a careful observer and a good re- 
corder. I cite the two statements of Dr. Ainley thus one after 
the other to show the effect of memory and also to show the dif- 
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ferent light thrown on the testimony as a whole by the asking of 
a few questions to determine whether Dr. Ainley saw things 
start to move and whether the boy was in such position that he 
could possibly have dislodged the phone. My experience with 
the boy led me to suspect the possibility of this, and Dr. Ainley’s 
later testimony confirms that possibility. 

Dr. Ainley also says the phone stand was in plain sight in the 
next room. It is impossible to see the phone stand from the 
kitchen where he was standing. ] 


Statement of Oliver E. Gidding (Oregonian Reporter). 


Jan. 29, 10. 
Dear Dr. Gilbert,— 

The following statement will, I trust, give you the facts you 
desire. While the occurrences mentioned are true to fact, they 
may not be mentioned in the precise order they occurred, owing 
to the lapse of time. 


Since you last telephoned I have been, and am still, confined 
to bed. 
Sincerely, 
OLIVER E. GIDDING. 


On the afternoon of October 28, 1909, I left the Good Samari- 
tan Hospital and walked down Marshall Street towards town. 
There was quite a crowd gathered around a house which I later 
noticed to be No. 546. 

Inquiry elicited that something mysterious was going on. I 
easily obtained admittance. This was probably about 2.15 
o'clock. 

As I stood in the front room a heavy chair spun around on 
one leg. It was in plain view and moved so fast that, like a top, 
the outline could not be made out. It stopped suddenly with a 
crash. 

There were at least half a dozen people in the room at the time 
and they precipitately retired. As I entered the room the boy 
afterwards pointed out as Elwin March ran out and was not 
there while the demonstration went on. 

While this happened, and indeed during the course of the sev- 
eral other occurrences I witnessed at the house, there was a 
— and groaning sound with which the house seemed to be 

lled 

I have been considerably at sea and it reminded me of the 
creaking and groaning to be heard in a gale if one sits in the 
after cabin of a sailing ship. 

I imagined at the time the house was pitching like a ship but 
I am convinced this was imagination for I did not notice it later 
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while still wondering at the other assemblage of sea noises, apart 
from the crashing it was said was the result of furniture and 
utensils coming in contact. 

In the kitchen there were a number of articles of cutlery on 
the table. Although I believed it to be imagination at the mo- 
ment, I saw a number of knives, four at least, rise up on the tip 
of the blade. They glided towards the edge of the table then 
floated toward the floor, stopping at least ten seconds in mid- 
air on the way. 

That it was not my imagination I became convinced because a 
Mrs. Euring, living in the vicinity, crashed to the floor in a dead 
faint. Iam not certain whether young March was present at the 
moment or not. However, I believe he was. But at that time 
the thought of March having any connection with the phenomena 
had not struck me. 

With March present—he laughed this time at me—a plate 
seemed to be flung at me from a shelf. It crashed behind me on 
the wall as I dodged. First the plate plainly floated towards me 
from the shelf. It was in full view and moved slowly. I half 
reached to grab it. It was rapidly withdrawn and a moment 
later literally seemed to throw itself at me, in that semi-circular 
motion it would have taken had some one hurled it. 

It passed me so rapidly as I dodged that the air it raised 
fanned my cheek and the fragments of crockery splashed over 
my clothes. 

I rather hurriedly left the kitchen, pursued by the boy’s 
laughter. The moment my back was turned several chairs 
crashed to the floor, another leaned in an easy manner against the 
wall. I did not see the action but observed the result. 

In the front room all the furniture had changed position, but, 
although I waited some little time, I did not actually see any- 
thing move, while I heard crashing and groaning that might have 
come from furniture in the room had it been thrown together, as 
indeed seemed to have happened each time. But although the 
furniture changed position, I never saw it crash together. 

Young March was with me all this time. I went back to the 
kitchen but the phenomena seemed to be over. At any rate I 
observed nothing further. 

After being in the house approximately an hour I left. I in- 
tended obtaining an electrician for his opinion as I was convinced 
that would furnish an explanation. 

I was unsuccessful. In an hour or a little longer I returned 
to the house. The occupant declined to allow me to enter. 

Although I was in a somewhat weak state of health I am ab- 
solutely confident the facts are as stated. 

I am also certain that these phenomena happened and in their 
happening that no force, as commonly applied, was used. In the 
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cases I have mentioned I know no person touched any of the 
articles at the time any of the phenomena occurred. 
OLIVER E. GIDDING. 
(Reporter for The Morning Oregonian.) 


[Note.—The above was slow in coming because Mr. Gidding 
kept forgetting to send it in. After repeated reminders I finally 
obtained it. He was one of the main witnesses and it is to be re- 
gretted that the report could not have been obtained when mem- 
ory was fresh, 

However, practically the same report was given for an article 


in the Pacific Monthly just after the occurrences of the phenom- 
ena. | 


Statement of A. W. Abel. 


Portland, Oregon, Jan. 25, 1910. 

I was in Mr. Sawyers’ house at 546 Marshall Street on Octo- 
ber 28, 1909, early in the afternoon. I went into the pantry at the 
rear of the dining-room. There is a wide shelf something over 
three feet from the floor running along the south wall and at 
right angles to the pantry shelves enclosed by glass doors. There 
were, say, half a dozen small dishes, saucers and plates on the 
shelf and while I was in the pantry these dishes slid off the shelf 
and fell to the floor and were broken. 

The boy, Elwin March, was not in the pantry at the time. 

Soon afterwards I was in the front room (the parlor) and saw 
a chair rise up in the air some six inches from the floor without 

being touched, and then fall as if it had been propelled to one side. 
' Elwin March had just before walked through the room. 


A. W. ABEL. 


Statement of Mr. Sanford (Teacher). 


Note.—Mr. Sanford says the following statement is accurate 
but refuses to sign anything.] 


Portland, Oregon, Jan. 27, 1910. 

I was in Mr. Sawyers’ house at 546 Marshall Street on Octo- 
ber 28, 1909, between half-past four and six o’clock P. M. While 
standing in the doorway between the dining-room and pantry I 
saw through the doorway from the pantry to the kitchen a bunch 
of knives and forks and a dish which were resting on the drain- 
board of the sink slide off and fall to the floor without being 
touched by anyone that I could see. They appeared to be raised 
up slightly from the drain-board but no noise was made by them 
until they struck the floor. A little later in the parlor I saw two 
dining-room chairs slide together striking their backs. 

There were several people in the room, among them being 
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Elwin March. Some one accused him of moving the chairs but 
he denied it. I saw them move but could not see that anyone 
moved them. 

A little later, in the same room, I saw the Morris chair tip 
over on to the floor. I did not see anyone touch it. 

I heard the lounge moved in the dining-room but did not see 
it, and I got into the kitchen in time to see the tea-kettle on the 
floor but I did not see it fall from the range. I saw no indica- 
tions of anyone in the house moving the objects and was inclined 
to credit the movements to electricity though I could not under- 
stand how it happened. 

Question: ‘“ Did you notice if the knives and forks and dish 
on the drain-board of the sink rested on a cloth when they moved 
or if they rested directly on the wood?” 

Mr. Sanford says that the knives and forks rested * B _ 


(Mr. Thacher could not prevail upon him to sign this 
statement though his verbal assurance of its accuracy is just 
as good for practical purposes.) | 


Statement of James C. Holmes. 


Portland, Oregon, February 1, 1910. 

I was in Mr. Sawyers’ house at 546 Marshall Street on the 
afternoon of ct. 28, 1909. 

When I was in the dining-room I saw a chair which was 
standing near the door go right up in the air as much as three 
feet, and then while it was poised in the air it turned half over - 
to a horizontal position and then fell to the floor. There were 
several persons in the room but no one was near the chair when 
it went up in the air. Elwin March had just gone out of the 
door and was outside when the chair which was in the room rose 
up and fell. The chair was plainly in my sight and I am sure that 
no person in the room touched it during its movements. 

While in the kitchen I heard some knives and forks fall to the 
floor. I saw them on the drain-board of the sink a little time 
before they fell, but I was looking in another direction when they 
fell. No one was near the drain-board when they fell. Later 
while I was in the hall opposite the door leading into the dining- 
rom I saw through the open door two chairs which were about a 
foot and a half apart rise up in the air at the same time. They 
went up about a foot and then struck together, afterwards falling 
apart to the floor. 

I saw the movements of the chairs distinctly, and they were 
made without any assistance from any person in the room. 

I had heard the noises made by the dishpan in falling and by 
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some chairs that fell over and by dishes that were moved, but I 
did not see them move. 

I saw the wood-pile across Marshall Street from the front of 
the house fall down but cannot believe that Elwin March had 
anything to do with it or that it was anything more than an ac- 
cident which might have occurred at any time. 

Elwin was standing in the front door at 546 Marshall Street 
at the time that the pile of wood fell. I was immediately behind 
him in the hallway and saw the wood-pile collapse. 

I have hesitated about signing any statement concerning these 
matters because I have frequently been asked if I saw things 
move without being touched and whenever I responded and said 
that . did, I was apt to hear the response, “ Well, you must be 
crazy!” 


The things actually happened, however, as I have described 
them. 


JAMES C. HOLMES. 


Statement of Samuel Page (Elwin’s Cousin First Removed). 


Portland, Oregon, February 7, 1910. 

In the matter of movement of objects without their being 
touched, which has been discussed in connection with Elwin 
March in the house at 546 Marshall Street and also in the house 
in which the Sawyers family lived on 17th Street, I have to say 
that plastering flew from the wall and objects moved without any 
assistance from any human being. 

Of those facts I have personal knowledge, but the talk about 
spirits and mediums has made me disgusted. - 

In response to further solicitations to state the bare facts of 
which I was a witness, I will say that I lived in Mr. Sawyers’ 
family and that while we lived in the house on 17th Street owned 
by Mr. Dietrich the plastering flew from the wall. I saw the 
plastering on the floor in the front hall which came off the wall in 
the parlor and was carried across the room and out of the open 
door into the hall. I did not, however, see it fly off the wall. I 
did see plastering fly from the wall in the pantry and break the 
glass in the cupboard doors in the north end of the pantry (where 
the cupboard is) at an angle of about thirty-five degrees and 
broke the glass. The plastering flew with a good deal of force. 
The doorway in which I stood opens from the south end of the 
pantry into the kitchen. ‘There was no one in the pantry at the 
time the plastering flew from the wall and broke the glass. 

The plastering came off the walls in the different rooms as 
high up as the tops of the door frames in the kitchen and pantry, 
and from both walls and ceiling in the dining-room and from 
several places close to the ceiling in the front room upstairs. 


| 


512 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


I was called over to the house at 546 Marshall Street on Oc- 
tober 28, 1909, by Mr. Sawyers, who said that things were being 
moved about without anyone’s touching them. I laughed at the 
idea but went to the house. The first thing I saw was a kettle on 
the range with a piece of meat in it cooking, upset and spilled the 
meat and broth on the floor. No one was near enough to the 
kettle to upset it. Elwin was in a corner of the room at the 
time. Later while I was at the west end of the kitchen Elwin 
passed by me to the east end of the kitchen and then into the hall. 
As he went by the range, or after he had gotten by, the tea-kettle 
twitched along as if it were following him and tumbled to the 
floor. I did not see him touch it but the suspicion was aroused 
in my mind that he might have touched it. 

I saw a chair in the dining-room rise up about a foot and then 
settle back in place again. Elwin was standing by my side. 
We were three or four feet from the chair. I proposed to Mrs. 
Sawyers to send Elwin to his mother and see if anything hap- 
pened when he was out of the house, but she did not want to be- 
cause he had a cold. “ 

We heard the Morris chair tip over in the front room and 
went in there. While there I saw two chairs in the dining-room 
—there are wide folding doors between the two rooms—which 
were about a yard apart, slide together and strike. Elwin did 
not move the chairs together for he was in the front room with 
me. 

I found a round table in my room upstairs turned completely 
upside down, with the articles underneath and some of them 
broken. ‘Two small articles, however, were not under the in- 
verted table that had stood on it when it was in place. I did not 
see the table overturned. 

I was in the hall when the wood-pile across the street col- 
lapsed. Elwin was also in the hali as well as Holmes. We were 
well back in the hall. I have no doubt but that the falling of the 
wood-pile was an accidental occurrence which might have hap- 
pened at any time. 

At night an attempt was made to get supper and the tea-kettle 
was placed on the range and a fire kindled. The tea-kettle slid 
off the stove and fell to the floor. There were several members 
of the family in the room at the time. I saw the kettle fall but I 
did not see anyone touch it and did not suspect anyone of touch- 
ing it. 

About a month after these happenings I was washing my 
hands near the prescription counter in the drug store where I 
work, when a small bottle dropped from a shelf to the counter 
and from there it dropped to the floor, landing on its base both 
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times, and after it struck the floor it slid along on its base as 
much as a foot. There was no normal cause for the performance. 


Unsigned. 


[Note.—Mr. Page refused absolutely to write out any state- 
ment or sign one. The above was written by Mr. Geo. A. 
Thacher from conversation with Mr. Page. 


The statement as recorded above was given to Mr. Page to 


read and he certified its accuracy in the presence of Mr. Thacher 
and myself but refused to sign it.] 


Notes. 


Elwin has proven himself dishonest at least part of the 
time. He cheats playing checkers also. 

Probably the automatic writing is all fraudulent as sus- 
pected and noted on the sheets used for the writing. 

Possibly the relatives know more than they want to tell. 
Fred (Elwin’s uncle), Samuel Page (Fred’s cousin), and J. 
Holmes refuse to give any signed statement of what they 
saw. Except Mr. and Mrs. Sawyers, Samuel Page probably 
saw more phenomena than anyone else. Mrs. Sawyers gave 
her statement of the happenings very reluctantly. 

Maybe it was part of the general scheme to put Elwin on 
the stage for money as indicated by the conference between 
Mrs. and Dr. 


Why are the family always so suspicious and averse to 

having Elwin examined? 
It looks as if Mr. Sawyers carried the news to Fred of 

Elwin’s examination and then blamed it on to Frank. 

Mrs. Sawyers not entirely frank as shown by Mrs. Gil- 
bert’s observation on Nov. 4th. 

Elwin does not look you long or straight in the eye. His 
head is usually down and his eyes turned up to meet yours. 

Why did Mrs. March want Mr. Thacher not to tell me of 
the occurrences at Valley Hotel on Dec. 3?. She had prom- 
ised to call me if anything happened and she did not. 

The occurrences on Marshall Street were of the same type 
as those at our home and at Valley Hotel. The latter being 


largely fraudulent at least throws doubt upon the rest of the 
same class. 


| 
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Hattie (Mrs. March’s sister) was guilty of deceit in mis- 
leading Mr. Thacher. 

They never have asked whether we thought the phenom- 
ena genuine notwithstanding the fact that Hattie openly ac- 
cused Elwin of trickery several times and Mr. Thacher told 
Hattie that Elwin had done some of the things. 

During the time that Elwin was at our house he seemed 
impatient for things to happen. When they did happen he 
said, “ Wouldn’t the reporter like to know this!” He 
scanned the paper each morning for new accounts of it and 
was steeped in the notoriety and missed it when the paper 
contained nothing. 

The grandparents seemed glad for the seclusion afforded 
by our home and regretted it very much when the newspaper 
finally discovered their whereabouts. 


Feb. I, ’10. 

Being thoroughly convinced of Elwin’s dishonesty and 
trickery in many of the phenomena and having enough data 
to defend myself in that opinion, I decided to probe him. 

Up to the present time he has had no idea that I suspected 
him of trickery. I have purposely avoided anything which 
might make him suspect that I distrusted him in the least. 
In fact notwithstanding the fact I was certain of some fraud, 
I could scarcely believe that he, an eleven-year-old boy, had 
done all the things mentioned by witnesses. 

On Sunday, Jan. 30, ’10, I invited Dr. Robinson to be 
present with Mrs. Gilbert and me at our home. I then went 
to Elwin’s home and brought him to our house without tell- 
ing him what I wanted. 

After some time in general conversation I told Elwin that 
I knew how many of the things had been done and told him 
plainly that I knew he did them. I had sifted evidence till I 
was able to explain how many of the things were done and I 
told him how he did them. 

At first he denied emphatically having done anything at 
all at the Marshall Street house. Seeing that I knew more 
than he thought I did he admitted having done the things I 
described. Further cross-questioning led him into such a 
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maze of inconsistencies and contradictions regarding the 
things he denied that he finally admitted having done numer- 
ous other things. Cornered still further by his own contra- 
dictions he finally admitted having done all the things at the 
Marshall Street house except two. These were the jumping 
of the chair described in the testimony of R. Southey, and the 
falling of the table in Samuel’s room upstairs.. At first he 
denied having been upstairs at all. Then when cornered by 
contradictions he admitted having been upstairs and over- 
turning the chair which was supposed to have fallen when no 
one was up there. He also admits having been up to the 
toilet just before the table in Samuel’s room fell though he 
says the door was closed. 

Though he denies still that he made the chair jump which 
is mentioned in R. Southey’s testimony, he admits that “ it 
might have been done by two kids who were standing there ” 
and he told how they might have done it. 

He did not know the names of the two kids. 

In the beginning of my cross-questioning I had said that 
some things I was still unable to explain and mentioned these 
two things as examples. Probably if I had not admitted that 
I was unable to explain them he would have confessed to 
them, too. 

From his contradictions regarding them it is practically 
certain that he did those two things also. 

After the cross-examination and confession I told him to 
think carefully now and tell me of anything that happened 
which he did not do. He could only mention the two things 
cited. 

There is a possibility that he may have had a confederate 
in the work though he denies this. 

The nature of the testimony of the various witnesses 
makes it almost incredible that a boy of eleven years could 
have fooled so many witnesses so thoroughly. 

However, I am not interested in ferreting the affair fur- 
ther. I was only desirous of determining the genuineness or 
fraud of the phenomena involved. 

Elwin still denies having caused the plaster to fall on 17th 
Street, but there seems to be no way of investigating this af- 
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fair since only members of the family were witnesses to the 
happenings. 

Elwin says he does not know what led him to start in the 
trickery but no dependence can be put in his word. Even 
after crying and professing his sorrow for ever having done it 
at all I caught him in two falsehoods which were entirely 
unnecessary. He has, however, promised “never to do it 
anymore. ” 

I asked his permission to tell his mother about it all. At 
first he refused and asked to be allowed to think it over. To- 
day he said I could tell her, thinking she would probably find 
it out anyhow. She has been thoroughly deceived, I think, 
and has at no time doubted the genuineness of the phenom- 
ena. 

Such a case is of interest in demonstrating the unrelia- 
bility of testimony from witnesses under excitement or ex- 
pectancy. 


There is, however, a possibility to be kept in mind. 


Having been forced to confession after confession by his own 
contradictions he may have tired of the affair and relieved 
himself of further cross-examination by a complete confes- 
sion. The circumstances of the cross-examination and con- 


fession, however, give even this possibility but very slight 
credence. 


Feb. 22, ’10. 
To cover any possibility of Elwin’s full confession having 
been given to relieve him of further cross-questioning I de- 
termined to see him again and get a statement from him of 
how the various things were done. 

After he failed to keep three appointments agreed upon 
at a definite time, to-day, instead of waiting for him to keep 
the fourth at 4 P. M. as agreed, at my request his mother 
sent him to me at the office at 11 A. M. 

He did not know what I wanted till he came. 

He explained how the various things were done. There 
was a similarity in the method of moving all the different ob- 
jects. He simply watched for a chance when he would es- 
cape observation, moved the things while passing or gave 
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them a quick jerk and then either jumped away a sufficient 
distance to appear not to have had anything to do with it, or 
else hurried to another room and there showed himself so as 
appear to a witness not to have been in the neighborhood of 
the object in motion. 

This method covered such movements as chairs, table, 
dishes, kettle, bread can, knives and forks, hall tree, lounge, 
sewing machine. 

The telephone was tipped off the shelf passing from hall 
to kitchen. The picture falling from the wall was raised 
with one hand and thus loosened from the wall. He then 
grabbed it as if trying to save it from falling. 


The chair mentioned by Mr. Southey, was moved by 
reaching round behind him and then jumping away. The 
two chairs that were said to slide together Elwin threw to- 
gether by a quick jerk. In describing it he gave his charac- 
teristic laugh and said, “ It scared Uncle George pretty near 
to death.” I said, “ Were all the dishes that fell where you 
could reach them?” He said, “ Yes,” and dropped his head 
as if half ashamed. 


Many dishes were broken. He ascribes the falling of the 
wood-pile to mere chance or coincidence, and laughed at the 
idea of people thinking he did it. 

The jumping of the chair denied in his confession of Jan. 
30, was accomplished by him before anybody saw it. This 
leaves only one thing which he still denies having done on 
Marshall Street, viz.:—the upsetting of the table in Sam’s 
room upstairs. He says “Sam was upstairs a little before 
the table fell. He might have put it on a balance and then 
come down.” ‘Though there is no direct proof of it it is my 
opinion that Elwin did this also, for reasons stated above. 


Also in his confession Jan. 30 he said two kids might have’ 


made the chair jump and to-day he admits having made the 
chair jump himself. 

He still denies having done anything to the plaster on 17th 
Street. He says, “ That might have been done by the house 
settling.” This is, however, out of the question. 


At the close of the conference I said to Elwin, “ Well, you 
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surely had them fooled all right.” He said with a grin of 
satisfaction, “ You bet I did.” 

No dependence can be put in his words, but to-day’s re- 
affirmation of his confession with the additional facts given 
leaves practical certainty as to the validity of his confession. 

For those who question his confession I can see but three 
possible ways of explaining the phenomena. 

1. Elwin did them all fraudulently. 

2. He had a confederate. 

3. Some were done fraudulently while others were gen- 
uine, “ Poltergeist” phenomena. I simply submit the data. 

Take your choice. There are points in favor of all. I 
choose either the first or second. It is immaterial which, but 
I prefer the second. 


March 7, ’I0. 

After repeatedly postponing the dreaded day Elwin finally 
set to-day for the time that I should tell his mother. She and 
Hattie assert most positively that it was impossible that E]l- 
win could have done some of the things. Mrs. March says 
that once Elwin was immediately behind her when the hall 
tree turned around and almost fell over. She admits that he 
did some of the things but feels it impossible under the cir- 
cumstances that he could have done others. 


March 9. 
Mr. Thacher and I called on Mrs. March to-day to see 
what Elwin’s excuse was to his mother. She said he told 
her he simply confessed to get rid of me because I dogged 
him so. Anyone witnessing the cross-examination and con- 
fession would give this no credence. 


Oct. 10, 
Case was reported to the Portland Academy of Medicine. 


March 14. 
This evening L. S. Ellwood, a student of psychology, 
came to me and said he found torn sewing thread strings at 
the west window the next morning and found a heavy cord 
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like a fishline fastened to a knot on one of the sticks of wood 
in the wood-pile that fell down. He also claims that one of 
the relatives is a leader in the local Spiritualistic circles but is 
unwilling to put this latter statement in writing because of 
lack of absolute proof of the fact. 

After considerable unavoidable delay I obtained the fol- 
lowing: 

Statement of L. S. Ellwood. 


Portland, Oregon, March 30th, 1910. 

On October 28th, 1909, after ‘reading the morning ‘ Oregon- 
ian” re movement of objects by some mysterious forces at 546 
Marshall Street, this city, 1 went to the house above mentioned 
to investigate the so-called mystery. Having graduated from the 
Copenhagen University, Denmark, and Upsola University, Swe- 
den, as Master of Psychology, I have always been interested in 
Psychological Phenomena or anything which would tend to prove 
interest in that line. I have lectured and demonstrated Psychol- 
ogy for a number of years through Europe, Canada and the 
United States. 

I am also an admirer of the Philosophy of Spiritualism, being 
a member of different societies of Spiritualism and Psychical 
Research. ‘Therefore I went to investigate the above named case 
with an unbiased mind; interested only in finding the true cause 
of the disturbances. 

When opening the door to the house I found myself con- 
fronted by two young men whom I noted could not look me 

“square in the face.” I put several questions to them but was 
met with an evading answer to each question and noted that they 
got uneasy when I asked them “ Why did that furniture move?” 
The door was slammed in my face as an answer. 

I walked around the house noticing everything in particular. 
When I came to the west side of the house I found that a window 
there was opened and a match laid under it holding it up about 
one-sixteenth of an inch. Another match had been inserted from 
the inside to press it outward allowing an opening of about one- 
sixteenth of an inch. The ground was trodden much directly 


under said window, showing mostly one kind of foot-prints. As — 


close as I could determine of size 7% or 8 shoes. I also found a 
large amount of black thread (common sewing thread) lying on 
the ground in several pieces. Each piece had a loop at one end 
which had been broken. The thread was double twine, consist- 
ing of two threads spun together. In each case the thread had 
been broken in the loop, and on investigating I found that the 
one-half thread had been cut with a sharp instrument so as to in- 
sure a break in a certain place. 
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I gathered the threads up and have them in my possession. 

I found further that a part of a fish-line (heavy) was attached 
to one of the upper pieces of wood in a wood-pile which was lo- 
cated across the street from the house. This string had been cut 
identically in the same manner as the other strings found but it 
had not broken at the end, but about five or six yards was left 
hanging to the wood. 

The wood-pile had fallen. From the evidence at hand I con- 
cluded that it was magic or black art act of no interest to science 
in itself but for the fact that such acts are represented to the 
public as “ Scientific Proofs” while they are misleading in the 
extreme and cause an earnest investigator to look with suspicion 
of fraud on all psychic or spiritual phenomena, thereby creating 
disinterest among laymen and men of Science in the investiga- 
tions and possible valuable discoveries along these lines. 

When I returned with my wife from the above mentioned 
house I went to the office of Mrs. Lula Baker, Chief of the Y. W. 
C. A., Protection Dept., and reported the facts. Mrs. Baker 
asked me to see also Mr. Price, city editor of the “ Morning Ore- 
gonian,” and gave me a card of introduction. Mr. Price, how- 
ever, refused to accept my evidence, stating that it was a most 
wonderful act of real “ spirits.” 

On the following Sunday I delivered a lecture at the “ Audi- 
torium Hall,” 3rd Ave., City, under the auspices of the “ Minis- 
ters and Mediums Protective Association” (Spiritualistic). 

I included my remarks above mentioned in my lecture. About 
five hundred persons were present. 


L. S$. ELLWOOD. 


Since considerable importance necessarily attaches to the 
validity of Elwin’s confession I annex hereto the statements 
of the other two witnesses to the confession. 


Statement of Mrs. Gilbert. 


March 30, 710. 

On Sunday, Jan. 30, in our home in the presence of Dr. Rob- 
inson and myself Elwin was questioned by Dr. Gilbert as to how 
he caused the movements of the articles in the home on Marshall 
Street. He at first flatly denied having caused any of them but 
upon being reminded of the way in which he had done things 
both in the Valley Hotel and in our home he said, “ Well, I 
didn’t do all of them.” 

Apparently seeming to feel that he was in the presence of 
those who understood and that further denial or concealment 


would be useless, as the conversation went on he admitted hav- 
ing done all but two. 
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His confession was not a forced one. He was simply en- 
tangled by his own statements until even he saw that there was 
but one way out—acknowledgment. 


MRS. J. ALLEN GILBERT. 


Statement of Dr. S. A. Robinson. 


800 Northrup Street, Portland, Oregon, 
April 2nd, 1910. 

Immediately after reading the newspaper reports of Elwin 
March, I began to investigate the phenomena ascribed to his in- 
fluence. 

When Dr. Gilbert invited Elwin and his grandparents to his 
home, I was pleased, knowing that both Doctor and Mrs. Gilbert 
were deeply interested in the case, thoroughly qualified to study 
it and very conscientious. 

They gave much time to entertaining Elwin and he soon felt 
quite at home with them. I saw him and his relatives there often, 
was present during a physical examination of him, and when he 
told Dr. Gilbert about having done the things which seemed so 
weird. When Elwin confessed his strange conduct, he knew that 
he was with friends, only Doctor and Mrs. Gilbert and myself 
being present. 

The interview was entirely friendly. His actions were not 
criticized and he was not subjected to a cross-examination or to 
anything like the so-called “ third degree” and he did not appear 
annoyed or confused. 

During more than fifty years, most of them spent in active 
medical practice, I had studied many cases of the kind, but none 
so promising as this, for it seemed incredible that so many per- 
sons could have been mistaken regarding what they saw so near 
them, and in the full light of day. 

But I could not doubt the truth of Elwin’s confession, and 
knew that I was again disappointed. 


SAMUEL ADAMS ROBINSON, M. D. 


Portland, Ore., April 6th, 1910. 
Dear Dr. Hyslop: 


Elwin was yesterday (April 5th, 1910) given into the hand of 
a spiritualist to be trained as a medium. 


Yours, 


J. ALLEN GILBERT. 
Notes by the Editor. 


I made inquiries of Dr. Gilbert for further information on 
various points not mentioned in his Report and it seems that 
they were considered and the proper investigation made at 
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the time. In reply to my inquiry whether he and Mrs. Gil- 
bert had tried to detect the boy at tricks by watching him in 
a mirror, Dr. Gilbert says :— 


“It is gratifying also to know that we have in a large measure 
forestalled you in your suggestion regarding the mirror method. 
We watched Elwin repeatedly by mirror. Our parlor has a large 
mirror and the mirrors in the dining-room are so arranged at an 
angle that every part of the three rooms can be controlled except 
the corner near the hall. We used the mirrors without avail. In 
fact Elwin never even tried anything when I was at home and if 
you will notice, what he did do in our home was at an opportune 
time when observation was difficult. Only once did I catch him 
cheating in checkers, tho I know absolutely that he did so a num- 
ber of times. Others caught him often, but rarely in the act.” 


In reply to the inquiry about possible hysteria in the boy 
Dr. Gilbert replies.as follows: 


“Just what can be said regarding hysteria other than that 
there are no evidences whatever of it I cannot say. The whole 
picture of the boy, his physical examination and action in general 
give not the slightest evidence of hysteria. One is impressed to 
the contrary by all evidence.” 


My interest to know what the boy’s reading had been was 
met by the following statements by Dr. Gilbert :— 


“T questioned Elwin clearly as to his reading and what con- 
versation he may have heard that led him to play such tricks. 
All I could get was the negative reply, ‘I don’t know how I got 
started.’ He denies having read any such thing and I could de- 
termine no cause for his tendencies. From general impressions 
I feel that there are older heads back of him. For example: dur- 
ing his cross examination a thing occurred which it is impossible 
to put into words and yet the impression obtained by me was 
very marked. I intentionally let drop a remark which indirectly 
intimated that I thought his uncle was implicated in the affair. 
Like a flash and with a half-angry expression, Elwin said: ‘ You 
don’t mean to say that you think Frank had anything to do with 
it?’ These may not be his exact words. I could take no note 
of them at the time, as taking notes would have spoiled the re- 
sults. A boy of his age would not have been anxious to clear 
anybody unless there was some reason for it. I had not accused 
Frank, and yet he picked the indirect insinuation out of my re- 
mark and responded with a denial.” 
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Dr. Gilbert made no special investigation as to whether 
the boy had a confederate, saying that he had neither time 
nor taste for this kind of work, and, moreover, after satisfy- 
ing himself that there was fraud in the phenomena, he did 
not care to pursue the question of confederacy. 

Mr. Podmore will find in the case a delightful illustration 
of his “naughty boy,” and no one will begrudge the sceptic 
his triumphant satisfaction at the evidence for his hypothesis. 
The early mystery of the case quickly dissolved into very 
doubtful phenomena, and whatever concessions have to be 
made to the actually unexplained facts the incidents do not 
afford any conclusive evidence for supernormal phenomena. 
No doubt justice to the evidence makes some incidents less 
clearly explicable than others and the strict scientific judg- 
ment must concede this even if it weakens the confidently 
sceptical desire to impeach the whole group of phenomena. 

One of the interesting features of the case is the exposure 
of the sceptic to the same accusation which he is so ready to 
throw at believers in the supernormal. The man whose prop- 
erty was injured by the removal of the plaster from the walls 
was ready with very plausible explanations, but he took no 
trouble either to be truthful or to see that his theories were 
facts. His observations on the negative side were no better 
than the more “ glamored ” believers in “ poltergeists.” One 
can sympathize with him for his financial losses, but not for 
his readiness to make charges which he could not sustain. 
Of course, he was not ready to admit that his plaster may 
have been so loose as to fall off when people walked across 
the floor, a supposition quite as possible, tho probably not 
true, as any that he proposed. But people will accept such 
hypotheses without question and indulge their imaginations 
rather than inquire as to the exact facts, and throw all the 
credulity upon the poor believer in ghosts. In a scientific 
question proof is just as important and obligatory on the side 
of the natural as on that of the supernatural, tho a man can 
indulge his imagination more safely against reproach on the 
side of the natural. No doubt the most ordinary explana- 
tions should be sought first, but they should fit the facts, and 
the same fitness must apply to any other hypothesis tried. 
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But there is no excuse for making fools of ourselves on one 
side more than on the other. A sense of humor and a con- 
fession of ignorance are often wiser courses than the most 
natural explanations. 

The incident which will promise the most for filling up 
gaps in the nature of the phenomena is the story of the Spir- 
itualist who said he found strings outside the window. The 
supposition of these means for producing the effect might 
well explain many a gap in the narratives which conceive the 
phenomena in relation to Elwin March and conceal their re- 
lation to unobserved causes. The hypothesis based upon 
these discovered strings accounts for many an appearance 
which seems not to have yielded to other theories and it is 
one that is fruitful in suggestion. The only thing to be re- 
marked here regarding the hypothesis of a confederate with 
strings tends to contradict the confession of the boy, or to in- 
volve a wholly different explanation of some of the phenom- 
ena. It will be dealt with more fully in the report of Mr. 
Thacher, which will be published in the next number of the 
Journal. 


| 
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Editorial. 


EDITORIAL. 
THE DEATH OF MR. PODMORE. 


The death of Mr. Frank Podmore, which was cabled to 
this country on August 19th, removes from the field of active 
service a man who has been very prominent in the work of 
psychic research for twenty-five years. He was one of the 
early members of the English Society for Psychical Research 
and, I learned from one of its present members, was a very 
enthusiastic and hopeful one in the commencement of its in- 
vestigations. But he was a critical student of the phenomena 
that came under the observation of the members and grad- 
ually became one of the most obstinate of sceptics. He was 
not a dogmatic doubter in the field, as he accepted telepathy 
and apparently in a very wide sense. But there is some 
evidence in one of his last reviews that he held it merely as a 
protection against hasty conclusions in favor of spiritism. 
For in a review of Sir Oliver Lodge’s last book in Hibbert’s 
Journal he admitted that there was not scientific evidence for 
that conception of it which was used in controversion of 
spiritism, 

Besides psychic research he was interested in Socialism 
and was one of the founders of the Fabian Society. As a 
consequence of this he wrote a book on Robert Dale Owen. 
But his chief literary activity was in psychic research where 
he produced his first book Apparitions and Thought Trans- 
ference. ‘This was followed by Aspects of Psychical Research, 
History of Modern Spiritualism (two volumes), Naturalization 
of the Supernatural, Mesmerism and Christian Science, and 
articles on the subject in the English Reviews. The first of 
these works was the only one in which he took a constructive 
position regarding the facts. He seems to have grown more 
and more destructive in his temperament as time went on, 
and he died too soon to pass to the constructive position 
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which the admission in Hibbert’s Journal indicated was 
coming. He never moved faster than his colleagues and had 
neither an original nor a constructive mind. But he was a 
most patient student of details in the subject and an exceeding 
difficult critic to satisfy. His methods were often, if not 
always, those of a special pleader and he was never able to 
state in their best light the views he was controverting. But 
with these defects he was an able and careful critic, who, if he 
was not always impregnable, stood for the most careful 
scientific methods and did his utmost to keep up the highest 
standards of psychic research. 


DEATH OF PROFESSOR JAMES. 


Scarcely had the note been written of Mr. Podmore’s 
death when the news came to us of the death of Professor 
William James of Harvard University on the afternoon of 
August 26th. It is not time to speak in full of his life and 
work. We can but chronicle his sudden passing and the loss 
to psychic research in his death. 

Professor James was a man of wide and varied intellectual 
interests. His education was that of a physician and this 
made him fully acquainted with the position of materialists 
in the field of biology and physiology. His reputation in the 
field was made by his work, published many years ago,on some 
problem in physiology. He was soon diverted into the field 
of psychology by it and devoted his life during its best days 
to the subject of Psychology on which he wrote two octavo 
volumes (Henry Holt and Company), which he abbreviated 
in a smaller volume for a text book that had a very extensive 
use in our colleges, and the larger volumes in the Universities. 
In the meantime he was a very frequent contributor to many 
of the periodicals at home and abroad. In 1885 he became 
active in the organization of psychic research in this country. 
He was once President of the English Society for Psychical 
Research. After the death of Dr. Richard Hodgson he was 
active in the reorganization of the work in this country, and 
remained interested until his death. 
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In the meantime he had delivered the Gifford Lectures in 
England which he published in his Varieties of Religious Ex- 
perience, a work which had a wide interest for students of 
certain types of abnormal psychology, and exhibited points of 
contact in a chapter or two with the problems of psychic re- 
search. His last work in this field was a Report on the sit- 
tings with Mrs. Piper after Dr. Hodgson’s death and which 
was simultaneously published by the English and American 
Societies. 

But he himself regarded his most important work to be 
the establishment and defence of Pragmatism which is the 
new and dominant interest in the field of Philosophy. On 
this he has published two small volumes and many essays 
and criticisms in philosophical periodicals. 

But it is in his intellectual and ethical sympathies that he 
will be best known to the public. His deep sympathy for all 
struggling causes, whether scientific or ethical, with his re- 
markable style of expression, enabled him to attract a very 
wide constituency of admirers and his influence for en- 
couragement and inspiration of humanitarian causes will 
probably outlast all that he has written on scientific and phil- 
osophic subjects. He was at home in the literature of clear 
thinking whenever he touched upon a problem affecting the 
larger public and humanitarian interests. The movement for 
universal peace never had a more ardent or able defender. 
His original and vigorous style of expression and illustration 
always made what he had to say unusually telling and effec- 
tive, and there was never the obscurantist in anything that he 
had to say on the problems he discussed. Few writers were 
as clear and effective in the treatment of a subject and none 
showed clearer insight into the primary issues that concern 
humanity, whether in philosophy or ethics, and whether men 
agreed with him or not, they always found a man who could 
instruct them and interest where others only created ennui. 
It will be many years before his place can be taken in the 
literature of psychology and humanitarian movements of 
great import. 

In psychic research Professor James was never able to 
assure himself scientifically of the truth of spiritistic theories. 
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He had a profound sympathy with the investigation and with 
the results and conclusions announced by Dr. Hodgson. He 
was the warm friend and coadjutor of that lamented investi- 
gator, and his interest in the work was intensified by the loss 
of his friend. But the subject presented so many perplexities 
to his mind that he could not form an assured scientific con- 
clusion, tho frankly admitting that the spiritistic hypothesis 
was a legitimate one for explaining certain groups of facts. 
He has, however, before he could settle his convictions, joined 
the great majority where he will not have to await the slow 
and patient work of science to settle the important question 
which has perplexed so many generations of men. 


PROFESSOR JASTROW’S ARTICLE ON EUSAPIA 
PALLADINO. 


Professor Jastrow’s account of his experience with Eusapia 
Palladino in the Review of Reviews (American) for July 
will have more respectful attention than Professor Muenster- 
berg’s which we have discussed in an earlier number of the 
Journal. It is not an elaborate or detailed study of Eusapia’s 
performances or exposure of her trickery. One experiment 
is given fully enough to exhibit the type and to show 
Eusapia’s methods and the remainder of the article is devoted 
to general observations. We have no special criticisms to 
offer as we are in agreement with all the most important 
positions sustained by Professor Jastrow. If there is any 
difference at all between us it is in the matter of sympathy 
with more thorough investigations of such cases from the 
point of view of hysteria. But neither opportunity nor time 
were offered for this study of the case and hence with the 
intellectual attitude toward it and similar phenomena there is 
complete accord with what Professor Jastrow has to say. 

The most important part of the paper is its criticism of 
the public and its attitude toward such things. His maxim 
“It was public sentiment, not the needs of science, that re- 
quired the exposure,” tho I imagine that many would seek 
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to dispute it, contains so much truth that only undue prejudice 
would rush in to find points of attack. There are most ad- 
mirable observations made in this connection by the writer 
and many very pertinent points are made that are true and so 
effective that those who believe in the existence of super- 
normal physical phenomena owe it to the public to face issues 
more frankly than they do and to see that the facts be prop- 
erly accredited. It will not be easy in this country to again 
revive an interest in physical phenomena which have as- 
sociations with the methods of conjurers. 

But in spite of all this the question will not be laid to rest 
until the relation of such cases to hysteria has been deter- 
mined. I do not here mean to indicate that we have any 
definite conception of hysteria as yet, since it comprises such 
a variety of phenomena that it is an extremely indefinite or 
highly generalized conception. But its uniform connection 
with anesthesia and amnesia, or if not absolutely uniform, 
its usual connection with them, suggests modes of approach 
_ that may equally justify Professor Jastrow’s attitude toward 
the public and the psychologist’s interest in simulative phe- 
nomena that have only a superficial claim to the miraculous 
and yet as great an interest for the study of the human mind 
as anything miraculous could be supposed to be. 
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The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no indorsement is implied, except that it has been furnished 
by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless 
withheld by his own request. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPERIENCES. 
Reported by James H. Hyslop. 


New York, March 6th, 1898. 


The following incidents came to my knowledge and I took the 
trouble to secure them for permanent record. My attention was 
called to the lady whose experiences they were by Miss Edmunds, 
Dr. Hodgson’s assistant secretary in Boston, in connection with 
the experience on record which relates to the sending and receipt 
of a sum of money to help the Society out of its financial embar- 
rassment. This incident does not require to be narrated here, 
but only mentioned as the circumstance which induced Miss Ed- 
munds to write me, and which prompted me to call on the lady 
and to have an interview. I did so and found her experiences 
such as to justify a record of them. The one reason for this pol- 
icy is that they are first hand or purport to be. They are without 
the corroboration which such narratives should have and this 
defect is admitted fully and candidly by the lady herself. She 
was in fact extremely reluctant to have them put on record on 
this account, as well as the fear that public knowledge of them 
might injure her and be used to her discomfort and inconvenience, 
as indeed some occasional knowledge of her experiences have al- 
ready resulted in unpleasant notoriety which she had to suppress 
by disclaiming any remarkable powers or experiences. But find- 
ing the lady, Mrs. Frederika A. Maltby (pseudonym), a woman 
of more than usual intelligence in the ways of the world and ap- 
preciative of scientific aims and method, I deemed it important to 
secure a record of her experience, and to do so pledged myself to 
absolute secrecy regarding the incidents as long as she lived. 
With this promise she consented to have them put down and 
probably no investigation of them can be made until she has 
passed away. It is very unfortunate that the means of testing 
the narrative in the cases here recorded are not accessible, be- 
cause if the experiences could be accepted as scientifically authen- 
ticated they might mean very much for psychical research. But 
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in the absence of these means we can only look upon them as 
coming at first hand and rely upon such evidence as can be ob- 
tained in regard to the lady’s intelligence and honesty to make 
the incidents important for the first object of psychical research ; 
namely, to put on record from the mouth of the person himself 
what he or she alleges to have been a personal experience. I can 
only say that I found Mrs. Maltby thoroughly acquainted with 
the world and claiming acquaintance and intimate intercourse 
with men and women of the best standing in this country and 
Europe, and what was most pertinent to the question here raised, 
was the fact that she took high ground against paid mediumship 
and all the follies that are so rife in this at present over both con- 
tinents. She is herself financially so situated as both to despise 
and not to need any resort to money-making by the use of real 
or spurious mediumistic powers, and in all my conversation with 
her, limited at present to two interviews, I have found no traces 
of that flightiness which characterizes many investigators into 
phenomena like those here recorded. I do not assert or imply 
that my impressions on this point as yet are worthy of much con- 
sideration, nor that I have been free from illusion in my judg- 
ment of her character. They are so non-committal that they are 
open to any revision necessary, except on the points that Mrs. 
Maltby’s knowledge of the world; her recognition of the duty of 
scepticism until personal experience can remove it; her respect 
for scientific method and its rights; her expressed amazement at 
the insane confidence of many of her friends in the mediums of 
this city, whom she has herself tested and found fraudulent; her 
complete admission that her experiences have now no such cre- 
dentials as our Society desires and has a right to demand, an ad- 
mission that was rather volunteered than conceded after any 
statement of mine,—all these suggest an intelligence that would 
not awaken suspicion in regard to the narrative. In fact it would 
require the most consummate cunning to have shown all the in- 
telligence which I found on general subjects besides the one here 
mentioned and on the nature and method of psychical research 
and at the same time to have cherished a desire to deceive me 
both in regard to the facts and in regard to her real character. But 
I claim nothing here except that the facts on the surface of them, 
so far as present knowledge goes, are more consistent with her 
honesty than with any other supposition. Whether her observa- 
tion and memory have been good are not to the point here. I am 
not suggesting their trustworthiness. Any belief that the reader 
wishes to entertain upon that point must be tolerated. All that 
I wish to emphasize is that with the utmost scepticism that I 
could command in regard to human character, and with all the 
precautions I-could consider, I was unable to discover more than 
the possibility that deception might be deep enough to contradict 
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all signs, though why this should be coupled with the charitable 
desires to relieve the Society for Psychical Research from finan- 
cial embarrassment I do not see. Moreover, the incidental rev- 
elation of convictions in regard to faith and ethical conceptions 
with evident sympathy for the most thorough-going rationalism 
was not at all necessary to throw me off guard, and had all the evi- 
dences of sincerity, so that there was nothing save the fact of my 
possible deception that would justify suspicion of my impression 
that I was dealing with a person who would honestly narrate her 
actual experience. 

I said that I found no traces of that flightiness that character- 
izes many persons interested in such phenomena as are here to 
be recorded. Perhaps others might regard one fact as evidence 
of this want of balance. It was the use of some terms and the 
confession of some experiences in connection with theosophical 
movement that suggested a belief in that doctrine. Mrs. Maltby 
stated that she was intimately acquainted with Madame Blavat- 
sky, and was in some way connected with the London Theosoph- 
ical Society. But she regarded Madame Blavatsky as a fraud 
and justly deserving of the exposure she received at the hands of 
Dr. Hodgson, though she regarded her at the same time as “A 
good psychical medium,” to use Mrs. Maltby’s own expression. 
There were decided evidences at various stages of my interview 
that her sympathy with theosophy was strong though reserved 
and also held in connection with decided attachment to some of 
the forms of Christianity, one of them the efficacy of prayer. But 
there was no such decided and open favor towards theosophy as 
is usually found in its devotees, and none that might not plead 
her own experiences or at least alleged experiences, in its support. 
Absurd as we may think theosophy, there was not a sufficient 
betrayal of it to justify an unbalanced judgment in regard to the 
facts told me, though a critic might justly ask that they have 
credentials other than her own before making too much out of 
them. In other words, even the evident sympathy which Mrs. 
Maltby incidentally revealed with theosophy, while the bias of 
science against such a doctrine might demand proper caution in 
dealing with her allegations, did not appear so irrational as to 
convince me that her experiences deserved to be neglected, though 
it is only proper that all the facts bearing upon their strength or 
weakness be faithfully mentioned in connection with the record 
of them. There may be much more yet to learn on this matter. 
In the meantime it is important to know that, after every caution 
taken against being deceived myself, and while converging to 
no final decision in regard to her character, I find the evidence, 
as it stands and apart from the testimony of friends whom I can- 
not interview, is presumptively in favor of Mrs. Maltby’s hon- 
esty and intelligence, of that sort also which, even if it does not 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
{ 


Incidents. 533 


establish her allegations, does make it proper to record them 


among the many similar phenomena, which aid in promoting 
more thorough investigations. 


New York, March 7th, 1898. 


Experiences and observations last night confirm the judg- 
ment I have formed of the honesty and intelligence of Mrs. 
Maltby and weaken all suspicions that mere readers of this nar- 
rative might entertain of her motives in giving me her experience. 
I was invited by her to witness a materializing séance at the house 
of the famous Mrs. W. , who has been so thoroughly ex- 
posed before. Mrs. Maltby had no sympathy with such per- 
formances, but ascertaining that I had never witnessed one asked 
me whether I would go, if she procurred me admission. I con- 
sented and went. No one could have expressed more hearty 
scepticism and disgust of the whole affair which was an extraor- 
dinarily audacious attempt at representing spirit return. I do 
not require to describe it nor to more than express my amaze- 
ment at the transparency of the fraud with which some people 
can be fooled. Mrs. Maltby was a keen critic of the affair, after 
remarking that it was a very successful performance of its kind, 
she having witnessed others like it. But the virtuous and sincere 
indignation which she expressed against the fraud on human 
feelings that we witnessed and the mercenary character of such 
affairs were not the natural resource of one who would lead or try 
to lead me into beliefs not founded upon sincere beliefs of her 
own. My manner has been so receptive toward her that, as in 
the case of Annie Abbott, a fraud would quickly think me a prey 
to any scheme he might wish to practice on me. But the traces 
of intelligence and honesty were too unmistakable on this occa- 
sion for even a stranger to doubt them, and if a suspicion be en- 
tertained of her narratives about her experiences, it must be 
based upon a wide knowledge of such mental phenomena, and 


not upon recondite and deep seated sources of fraud, or small 
intelligence. 


New York, March 6th, 1898. 

The following narrative I shall report as if in the language of 
Mrs. Maltby herself, and shall secure her testimony to the ac- 
curacy of the account. I obtained it from her own lips, taking 
down the incidents in her own language. Mrs. Maltby is a very 
busy woman and besides, cannot write long without exposing her- 
self to cramp, and hence I deemed it best to relieve her of any 
duties in. the case and to obtain the facts by interview with time 
to make the record a careful one, while it also enabled me to as- 
certain important incidents which can be obtained only in answer 
to questions. My own queries will not appear in the account, 
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but only the facts that were given and in the order that is neces- 
sary to give a correct conception of the alleged experiences. I 
shall, as said above, endeavor to indicate with her narrative the 
attitude of mind expressed by her in regard to the whole set of 
incidents which come at so late a date. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


New York, March 6th, 1898. 


“It is with much reluctance that I consent to the record of my 
experiences which Mr. Hyslop thinks have value for psychical re- 
search. I have had many reasons besides their defective eviden- 
tial nature that would deter me from their publication, but on his 
protestation of their value as first hand narratives I have con- 
sented to their record, though with the condition appended that 
they shall not be made public under my name. Many of them 
occurred a great many years ago and are now without the cor- 
roborative credentials that make such experiences valuable for a 
scientific body or for satisfying scientific method, the parties 
being now dead who could attest their truthfulness. But if the 
narrative of them before they have become dissipated by legend 
and tradition be of any value to psychical research I am willing 
to have the record made though only under precautions that se- 
cure me from personal inconvenience during my life. My whole 
life has been one incessant repetition of such experiences of more 
or less importance, and I would find it impossible to keep an ac- 
count of all of them. I can, therefore, narrate only such as Mr. 
Hyslop has asked me to put on record, though the selection after 
all is such as my Own memory throws up by chance in my inter- 
views with him. In the first instance all the letters which might 
verify my statements were long ago destroyed and my cousin 
between whom and myself it occurred has long been dead. I 
must say before telling the incident that it was customary for 
my cousin and myself to communicate with each other by means 
of what would now be called telepathy whenever we so desired, 
and with the ease of common conversation, no matter how far 
separated we were. Either of us only had to call to the other, as 
if arresting attention and then we could proceed to converse with 
each other with the facility of a telegraph or telephone. The 
present case, however, has incidents which were wholly new to 
both of us and not characteristic of previous experiences or com- 
munications. 

“As far as I can recollect the incidents occurred in 1883, but 
my memory is not accurate upon this or upon dates in general, 
though I occasionally recall them very distinctly. In regard to 
this case, however, I am uncertain in regard to the year and the 
month, though I can locate the events in the early summer. 
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“TI was living at the time in London. My cousin, Colonel 
M , who was, as well as myself, a first cousin of General 
M , of Civil War fame, was then living in St. Paul, Min- 
nesota. He was occupied as a civil engineer at that place, and 
had been living in the place for some time. I had never seen the 
place at that time and never have seen it since then. In fact, St. 
Paul was only a name to me. We were in the habit of corre- 
sponding with each other but at intervals of several weeks. On 
this occasion I had not heard from him for some time, about the 
usual interval, but had no suspicion of a reason for it, and no 
occasion to suppose or to know he was ill. I had made arrange- 
ments to go to the opera on this particular occasion and without 
a thought of my cousin, fully expected to do so. But about 6 
o'clock P. M. I felt a singular depression of mind and body, as if 
I did not wish to go out with the company with whom I had en- 
gaged to attend the opera. I remarked to the family that I would 
not go out, but remain at home, as I wished to be left alone, not 
feeling disposed to keep the engagement. I replied to inquiries 
merely that I did not feel like going out, not knowing more what 
the reason was than the bare fact of indisposition. After the 
others had gone I dismissed the maid, saying that I would not 
need her. After she had gone a feeling came over me, as if 
forced in spite of myself to dress as I did when a young girl when 
this cousin and myself had been together. I put up my hair in 
rouleaux exactly as I used to wear it, all the time with the sensa- 
tion that I was somebody else. I went to the box, unpacked a 
blue dress, put it on, opened the throat and tied a blue ribbon 
about my neck, just as when I was a girl. I then went to the 
mirror and remarked that I had not changed much, and sup- 
posed myself still a girl. I then sat down in a little chair by a 
dressing-table and seemed at once not to be there any longer, but 
at the door of a strange house in a strange city. I went into the 
house by the door which seemed to open for me and passed into 
a room on the left of the entrance. The room had two windows, 
one looked into the street in front, and the other was on the side 
of the room. I saw a large table with drawers extending to the 
floor in front, just such a table as a business man would possess, 
covered with green leather and piled with the apparatus of an 
engineer. There was an ingrain carpet with small figures on the 
floor. I went upstairs to a room at the back of the house and on 
entering, found my cousin sick in bed, his head tied up and him 
moaning with pain. His wife was trying to relieve him. He 
kept saying, ‘Oh! I wish Fan would come. I wish Fan was 
here. She’d take away my pain.’ I walked up to his bed, put 
my hands on his head and said, ‘I am here. I'll take away your 
pain.’ I said to his wife, ‘Sit down!’ I went on to soothe him 
by means of magnetic passes over his head, just as I had done 
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many times before. The fever and pain seemed to leave him, 
while he lay on the bed and seemed to be quiet. When I found 
that he seemed better and feeling myself the impulse, for it was 
a feeling of compulsion, to go back, I said, ‘ Now I must return. 
I have made you well.’ He begged and implored me to stay. 
His wife now came forward and also begged me to stay. 
‘No,’ I said, ‘ They’re pulling me. I must go back, but it 
hurts.’ In this expression I allude to my sensation whenever I 
have the experience of leaving and returning to my body. I then 
kissed my cousin good-bye and instantly found myself back at 
Ashley Place in London. Before entering my body, however, I 
stood looking at it and strange to say noticed that my hair was 
down, while in reality I had put it up in rouleaux as above de- 
scribed. But I saw my body and hair as they usually were. I 
hesitated to enter because I knew it would hurt. But something 
said that I must and I obeyed, feeling the pain which I had said 
to my cousin would occur. 

“T should add, also, that while at my cousin’s bedside I was 
conscious all the while of a very dear friend by the name of 
George who had been dead at that time for eight or ten years, 
perhaps more. 

“About two weeks afterward I received a letter from my cousin, 
when he was able to write, saying that he had had a very singular 
experience in connection with me and detailed the facts that have 
just been narrated. He said that while in great pain and wishing 
that I would come to him, as I had often done in this way, I 
seemed to come into the room and to soothe his brow. He par- 
ticularly mentioned that George was with me, and that when he 
had gotten relief I turned to go away and in answer to his remon- 
strance said, ‘I must go, but it hurts.’ I replied to the letter 
describing the house, rooms, carpet and surroundings. He wrote 
me that the description was correct in every detail, but that he 
was convinced the whole thing was the work of the devil. He 
was a very strict Congregationalist, a sect at that time and in the 
west quite as orthodox as anyone could wish in regard to the 
belief in the devil. But it was strange that he should resort to 
such an extraordinary explanation of the incident when he was 
accustomed at previous times to communicate with me (telepath- 
ically) at any time or distance by merely calling to me and con- 
versing with me as if I were present. At any rate this experience 
with its knowledge of the physical objects about him was too 
much for his imagination, and impressed him so unfavorably that 
he would never try to communicate again in the usual manner 


with me. Closely as we were connected he did not come to me 
when he was really dying. 


“Allusion has been made in the previous incident to my friend 
George who had been dead many years. The next experience is 
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suggested by his name and is connected with him. I do not re- 
member the year in which he died, but I recall distinctly enough 
the place and the day of the month which were ascertained after 
my experience. I was riding down Fifth Avenue in a coach with 
a friend on the 20th of February, and George appeared walking on 
the street looking at me very intently and mournfully. My friend 
also saw him at the same time and exclaimed, ‘ Why, there is 
George. How dreadfully he looks.’ She expressed great sur- 
prise because she had thought he was not in New York. On the 
next day, the 21st, and also on the 22nd, he appeared to me again 
in the same way. On the 26th of April I learned that he had 
been killed in Florida, in a small place by the name of Clustee, 
and about the time of day on the 20th of February when he ap- 
peared to me on Fifth Avenue, New York. He appeared to me 
about the same hour each day. 

“ Some six or eight years afterward I was ill at Soden, a small 
bath near Frankfort, Germany. I was alone at night in my room, 
and the lamp went out, but there seemed to remain a diffused 
light throughout the room, though the room remained dark for a 
few minutes and when the light appeared it appeared at first a 
little foggy but radiant. In the midst of the cloudy radiance I 
saw my friend George dressed shabbily like a workman and with 
a little knapsack on his left shoulder. Why he should have ap- 
peared in this way I do not know; for he had never had a work- 
man’s life. He was much more of a sportsman and what would 
be called a gentleman. But he seemed to take hold of my hands 
with cold clammy hands of his own and asked me why I never 
thought of him or prayed for him and said he had been true and 
faithful to me while he lived, and further asked me to pray for 
him as I could be a great help to him. I had not been accustomed 
to pray for the dead, not being a member of the Catholic church, 
nor any body that expected such a service for departed souls. 
He then gave me the details of my future life which have all been 
fulfilled. He warned me against certain persons whom I sup- 
posed to be my friends. One of them was my agent in business, 
and I had implicit confidence in him. George warned me that 
this man was going to cheat me out of some of my investments. 
I did not believe it and paid no attention to the warning, much to 
my regret, for the prediction turned out to be too true. He also 
warned me against the Rev. G———_ H. B , in this city, and 
told me that he (Mr. B ), had been bought over by my 
_enemies and that he would do me all possible harm. I did not 
believe it, to my great cost, for I had the most implicit confidence 
in Mr. B . But what was told me also turned out true in 
this instance. Moreover, my friend went on after this warning 
to tell me to go to one of the Paulist Fathers in London, Father 
H , and that he could help me if I got to him before my 
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enemies. Now I had never heard of Father H and had 
never had any dealings with the Paulist Fathers. Strangely 
enough this advice turned out to have been correct, though mere 
accident brought me into acquaintance with Father H + 
Paulist father in London. 

“ T asked George where he had been since I saw him last (before 
the apparition), in New York. He replied that he had been on a 
mission in , South America, giving the name of the family 
where he had been. I have wholly forgotten the name of the 
town and at the time I had never known such a place to exist. I 
wrote to my cousin to know where George had been before his 
death, and my cousin looked up the matter and verified the facts, 
even to the name of the obscure place which I had never known. 
Before leaving me George said he would not appear to me again 
for eight years. 

“ Fight yeares afterward I was in Nice with a friend who was a 
remarkable medium. She did not ply her powers in the profes- 
sion, as there was neither the necessity nor the disposition to do 
so. But with her intimate friends she often remarked what she 
saw and experienced. One evening she suddenly remarked that 
a spirit by the name of George was standing by me who had come 
after eight years absence and that my prayers, of which she knew 
nothing, had been a great help to him, and had raised him to a 


higher plane, and that he was to remain in my atmosphere and to 
try tohelp me. I then felt my friend pushing me to the piano and 
she placed my fingers on the first cord of Li Lac of Lamartine, 
which I had so often played for my friend George before he had 
died. My medium friend had known nothing of the experiences 


which I had eight years before and which gave meaning to her 
own at this time.” 


The following incident has an interest in connection with Dr. 
Hodgson’s experiments with Mrs. Piper and the reputed com- 
munications of Stainton Moses’ guides, Rector and Imperator, 
through her mediumship. These are comparatively recent ex- 
periences and are also without external authentication. I report 
them in Mrs. Maltby’s own narrative. 


“About the middle of last September (1897) I received a com- 
munication by automatic writing (from whom I am not at liberty 
to tell) that Mrs. Piper was en rapport with Stainton Moses’ 
guides, Rector and Imperator, and that some special work was to 
be done for psychical research starting from America; also that 
there was to be a special influx of spiritualism in that country to 
extend all over the world. I was in Paris at the time. I wrote 
to Mrs. A in England, a warm friend of mine, who often 
gets similar communications at the same time with myself, and 
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asked her if she had heard anything of this. She replied that she 
had shut the doors to S. P. R. and did not want anything to do 
with such communications. But she admitted that she knew that 
a great spiritual influx was coming to America, though she did 
not believe it was coming through Mrs. Piper. When I came over 
here last November I had several similar communications direct 
from Rector and Imperator, saying that they were trying to get 
Mrs. Piper up to a proper plane, but they feared that Dr. Hodg- 
son was going to spoil the affair.” 


March 14th, 1908. 
The following is another short installment of Mrs. Maltby’s 
experiences as narrated to me a few evenings ago. The first one 
regards a recent experience for which I ought to obtain a corrob- 
oration, if the party said to have known it before fulfillment will 
consent to giving the confirmation. I narrate as before in the 
language of Mrs. Maltby. 


“When I came to this city last fall I called at my present hotel 
in search of rooms. I saw in the hall a person whom I took to be 
a guest. Three or four days afterward I came back to engage 
apartments and met the same lady standing at the door. She 
came forward and spoke to me, saying that she was the house- 
keeper and would be glad to see that I was made comfortable in 
the house. As she was welcoming me I saw distinctly above her 
head a miniature apparition of herself laid out in death with a 
coffin. A friend who was with me remarked soon after that she 
was a pleasant lady. I replied, ‘ yes, but she is not going to live, 
for I saw a coffin and corpse above her head, which is an invari- 
able sign of approaching death to me.’ The lady did die a few 
weeks afterward about the holidays. I do not know that my 
lady friend will consent to verify this statement. I mean to try 
her, but her husband has such a horror of this whole subject that 
she may declare a defective memory as an excuse to escape con- 
firming the incident. 

“Another incident was the following. I was in Nice at the 
time; just what year I have forgotten. One morning I awak- 
ened and saw the apparition of a man, Mr. LeG L 
standing at the foot of my bed. I had met him on a voyage and 
knew him but slightly. It was quite light, and he was dressed in 
a yachting suit dripping with water. I asked him what he was 
doing here. He replied hat he had just died, and among other 
things said, ‘telegraph to your agent and charge him to sell out 
certain stocks and buy others.’ I refused, protesting that he 
would not obey orders. But my friend replied, ‘Don’t be woman- 
ish, but assert your authority.’ I did so and the result was as he 
foretold. I never saw him again. The morning newspaper 
brought the news by cable from America of his death. 
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“Another experience of a premonitory type may be worth re- 
peating. I was in Paris, and the incident occurred some ten or 
twelve years ago. It was a waking vision. Suddenly and with- 
out any warning I seemed to see a scene at M , Derbyshire, 
England. I had never been there before, and it appeared that 
with my brother, who had long been dead, I was taking a drive 
along a river road, on the banks looking up on a height which 
would be called a mountain in England. On the slope were a 
man and woman engaged in an eager conversation, accompanied 
by considerable gesticulation and altercation. She was dressed 
in spotted plaid cloth, apparently of a light woolen texture. The 
dots on the cloth were small and spread over the plaid squares. 
Both came on down toward the river still disputing. She seemed 
to plead with the man very earnestly. I saw that there was dan- 
ger and said to my brother that we should go and help her, be- 
cause she was in danger. He replied, ‘ No, he has to kill her. 
It’s comic!’ While speaking I saw the man throw her off the 
bank by the bridge into the river, and she was drowned. I im- 
mediately came to myself and felt the depression and horror 
which such an experience would naturally produce. 

“A few days afterward, a friend of mine in that part of the 
world sent me a newspaper which contained an account of the 
murder, just as I had seen it, the description of the woman being 
just as I have given it. The paper was not sent to me for this 
purpose. Moreover, my vision took place before the event. Of 
this my memory seems quite positive. 

“The next incident occurred eighteen months ago while I was 
in Paris. My friend, Mrs. L———, who knew my clairvoyant 
powers, just for an experiment, asked me to hold a small parcel 
in my hand. I did not know what was in it, but merely observed 
that it was a package of paper with something in it. I afterward 
ascertained that it was a lock of hair. I took the parcel in my 
hand and immediately felt a painful impression as if something 
horrible was present. I refused to go on, but Mrs. L——— in- 
sisted. I went on reluctantly, and felt for a moment a most agon- 
izing pain. Then I quieted and said I did not wish to continue, 
but my friend, with tears in her eyes, still persisted. I yielded, 
and soon I saw a vision of a mangled body at the foot of a high 
cliff. I knew that her son had been killed by accident in the 
Alps. I refused to see more, but being again urged to go on I 
did so. I then seemed to go down the corridor of a Swiss hotel 
which I had never before seen and came to the end room and 
could see the number on the door. This Mrs. L——— said was 
correct. I remarked the position of the furniture which was 
correct. I looked out of the window into the garden, saw the 
drive beyond, and noticed that the atmosphere was stifling with 
death. On the bed was a black mass looking like a body or a 
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coffin and covered with a cloth. There was one inaccuracy in the 
vision, which Mrs. L———— observed, but the main features of it 
she remarked as precisely correct, representing the place and ap- 
pearance when her son was brought home after his death. The 


whole incident most probably had a telepathic origin, for Mrs. 
L——— was thinking of her son. 


New York, April 3rd, 1898. 
The lady whom I expected to confirm Mrs. Maltby’s experi- 
ence in connection with her landlady, refuses, according to the 
statement of Mrs. Maltby, to have anything to do with it. She 
said that she “did not want to remember it.” 
The following are additional reports by Mrs. Maltby, one of 


them quite recent. I report them in her language as far as pos- 
sible. 


“On March 23rd of this year (1898) about 6 o’clock P. M., I 
was lying on my bed reading the Evening Post. I heard a voice, 
muffled somewhat and behind me, say, ‘ Do not let my mother 
turn.’ I did not know what it meant. I turned quickly and saw 
between my bed and the wardrobe a misty form, the head and 
face, however, being quite distinct. I said, addressing myself to 
it, ‘ who is it?’ and recognized the face of Mrs. L————’s son who 
had been killed in the Alps, and about whom the previous inci- 
dent was recorded. He repeated, ‘Do not let my mother turn; 
she must not turn.’ I said, ‘I do not understand,’ and repeated 
language of the same purport as before. Just then some one 
knocked at the door and the apparition vanished. I wrote at 
once to Mrs. L———, but she has not been able to decipher any 
meaning whatsoever in the message. 

“Another incident is the following. Five years ago, in 1893, 
a very dear friend of mine, who had been like a sister to me and 
who had been operated on for cancer about two years previously, 
went to the south of France to spend her last days. She refused 
to go unless I promised to go and be with her when she died. 
She wanted to die with her hands in mine. It was not possible 
for me to go with her at the time and remain indefinitely, but I 
promised to go at once when informed that death was imminent, 
and her daughter promised to inform me of the danger in ample 
time. The ride was some hours distant and I felt no immediate 
solicitude about her case. I had not the slightest expectation of 
her early death and so felt no anxiety about her. The daughter 
wrote me every other day that she was about the same. On De- 
cember 11th, about 7.30 A. M., while still in bed, between day- 
light and dark, I saw her form between me and the window. 
She spoke in gasps (as I ascertained she did in her last days), and 
said, ‘ Darling, I have just gone. I have come directly to you. 
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might have stayed with you five years longer but for those cruel 
wicked doctors. She came up to my bedside, took my hands in 
hers which felt cold and clammy, and kissed me between the eye- 
brows as her habit was when living, said good-bye and vanished. 
I got no telegram of her death all day and hence did not believe 
she was dead, thinking that it was only a creation of my own 
fancy. The next morning the mail brought me a postal card 
from the daughter saying, ‘ Mother passed away at 7.30 this morn- 
ing.’ Two circumstances in connection with it deserve notice. 
When the apparition came I observed that my friend seemed to 
wear a gray gown with stains down the front, and by inquiry I 
learned from the daughter that she died in precisely this gown. 
My little dog, also, which I had owned for ten years, and which 
generally saw what I did, this time saw the lady and recognized 


her. He put his paws on my breast and as if to protect me, sim- 
ply whined.” 


New York, April 10th, 1898. 
The following letter from a friend of Mrs. Maltby’s somewhat 

confirms two of the cases, though it does not go into a detailed 

description of the events as I had desired. I may be successful 


in getting more satisfactory accounts in a few days. I quote the 
letter. 


Dear Prof. Hyslop,— 
Pardon my not replying sooner to your note, but I have been 
out of town. Of the two incidents of which you ask me in con- 
nection with Mrs. Maltby’s experiences, I can only tell you that 
in the first she held a paper containing a lock of my son’s hair and 
gave a good description of the pension where we were staying at 
the time of his death and his room in it. Especially of the ac- 
count I can only say that the message to me from my son, “ Do 
not let my mother turn” might refer to some especial spiritual 
studies I have been interested in lately (but of which I have 

spoken to no one), if so, the message could be a very pleasant one. 
If you think these remarks would be of use in your reports I have 
no objections to your relating them, but would prefer that my 
name be suppressed. If in your busy life you have time to call 
I should be glad to see and talk with you. 


(MRS.) C. H. L——. 


Friday, April 8th, ’98. 


New York, April 17th, 1898. 
I have been able to secure the original letter written by Mrs. 
Maltby to Mrs. L——— informing her of the experience narrated 
above. It has two defects which should be remarked. The first 
is that it is not dated and the second is that Mrs. L had 
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torn off a part of it for a reason that she can only conjecture. It 
was the last part of the letter containing the signature. But the 
character of Mrs. L———— is security for the bona fide nature of 
the letter and that of its contents for the genuineness of the ex- 
perience unless we imagine a very deep and foolish piece of fraud 
on the part of Mrs. Maltby. The handwriting when compared 
with that of Mrs. Maltby which I put on file in the letters I re- 
ceived from her will attest its source. The envelope would have 
given the date, but this is gone. The letter itself, so much of it 
as I possess, is as follows: 
Wednesday Evening. 
Dear Friend,— 

Knowing I shall not have a moment to-morrow I write as 
soon as possible (8.30) of something which came to me at a few 
moments before 6—my clock, a little fast, had struck six a few 
minutes before. I was lying on the bed reading and heard a rather 
muffled voice say, as if behind me—“ She must not turn; my 
mother must not turn.” I began to ask who it was when the 
voice went on in somewhat clearer tone: “It is” (not J am) 
“Charley L———, my mother must not turn.” I said, “1 don’t 
understand.” He went on (and as I turned to see a misty form 
stood on the other side of the bed, before the wardrobe) “ You 
will understand and tell her she must not be turned.” It is about 
as lucid to me as the messages to “ help Helen Sturgis ”—for I 
have not the faintest idea what revolution of thought or action 
you may have in contemplation, but I think I ought to tell you 
of this communication quite unexpected to me, as for some weeks 
I have been receiving from a very diffe 

Here the remainder of the letter is missing. 


New York, April 21st, 1898. 

Another call on Mrs. Maltby last night resulted in a little 
more definite information about the meaning of the language re- 
ported in the incident about Mrs. L———’s son. It is apparent 
from Mrs. L————’s interpretation of it that she regarded it as a 
favorable intimation of approval of her course, but from Mrs. 
Maltby’s statement it is quite oracular. Mrs. Maltby was able 
to tell me what the studies were which Mrs. L———— was pursu- 
ing and they are under the direction of a medium in whom Mrs. 
Maltby has no confidence whatever, but despises, and if her ac- 
count of the woman be correct, very justly despises. The phrase, 
“mother must not turn” therefore might as well mean disap- 
proval of the mother as approval. In as much also as Mrs. 
Maltby very strongly criticizes and disapproves of Mrs. L———’s 
course we might suspect an oracular automatism on her part 
taking this symbolic form. This may be a far-fetched explana- 
tion, but it has its possibilities. That the message could be in- 
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terpreted as a disapproval is evident from Mrs. Maltby’s remark 
that the son seems unhappy and displayed precisely the manner 
and mental dissatisfaction which he had shown when he disap- 
proved of his mother’s stay in Paris. The same fact might con- 
firm the supposition that the whole affair is an automatism re- 
flecting Mrs. Maltby’s mental attitude toward Mrs. L———’s 
course, taking the form of an apparition of her son owing to Mrs. 
Maltby’s spiritualistic convictions. This is a hard theory but it 
has its explanatory power in the case. 

I further learned some facts about Mrs. Maltby’s experiences 
that must be put on record. I asked her if she knew from whom 
her intimations came and she replied in the affirmative, but that 
they were not always from the same person. But she mentioned 
two persons as having been frequent communicators. They were 
Anna Kingsford and Mr. Maitland. They were both associated 
with the theosophical movement and Madame Blavatsky. Since 
their deaths they for a long time appeared together to Mrs. 
Maltby, but in recent years only Mrs. Kingford appears. She 
often acts as an intermediary between Mrs. Maltby and Mrs. 
A in England. Mrs. Kingford, if I remember Mrs. Malt- 
by’s statement correctly, was a celebrated lady physician in Lon- 
don. 

I also ascertained in conversation that definite communica- 
tions have been made, from whom Mrs. Maltby refused to tell, 
about the complications that will result from our trouble with 
Spain. She ventured positively the prediction that a general war 
involving more nations than Spain and the United States was 
going to result and an enormous number of souls called off. 

Inasmuch also as Mrs. Maltby had previously mentioned Im- 
perator as a communicator to her, I asked her last night if she 
knew who he was. She replied affirmatively, but refused to tell, 
saying she was not allowed to do so. She also said she had been 
told by spirits that she should not have any sittings with Mrs. 
Piper. She has resolved, however, to pay no attention to such 
orders and intends to have a sitting when she can. 


March 14th, 1898. 

Some further remarks in this case are necessary in order to 
show the conditions under which I must proceed in making my 
records. I had another interview with Mrs. Maltby on the even- 
ing of the 10th instant and obtained several narratives, two of 
which I may be able to confirm. I learned several facts which 
must be reported in connection with her statements, as throwing 
light upon their probable nature and value. 

The first thing that Mrs. Maltby remarked when I arrived 
that the effect of the darkness upon her eyes at the séance with 
Mrs. W was to make them unfit for use ever since. She 


said that her eyes were not strong and that the reaction from that 
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evening had made it difficult to use them during the daytime or in 
strong light. During the course of the interview she several times 
remarked that the room was full of faces and that such visions 
were a constant or frequent experience with her. Moreover, 
when I narrated several of the incidents which I had collected for 
the society, and which it was my intention to explain away, she 
quickly advanced the notion that they were genuine cases of 
transcendental phenomena of the spiritualistic sort, before I could 
indicate that I did not regard them so. When I explained them 
away in my fashion, she rather dissented and preferred to believe 
in their spiritualistic significance. In all this she showed an in- 
ability to discriminate between subjective hallucinations and ver- 
idical phenomena of a more important kind. She is keen to dis- 
trust all such phenomena and claims as materialization, and did 
so on the ground that anyone who had once had her experiences 
in seeing apparitions “in astral light,” to use her phrase, would 
never misake the materializing figures of the séance for them. 
But Mrs. Maltby does not reckon with the fact of hallucination 
sufficiently to trust her judgment regarding her experiences, 
though she usually shows great care to notice certain incidents, 
which if true, take the phenomena out of the category of common 
hallucinations. The defective eyesight, moreover, in this con- 
nection, is a very suggestive circumstance to have at hand. 
There was also another circumstance to be recorded. When 
the incident about the coffin above the lady’s head, at her hotel, 
was narrated, I exclaimed, here is a case which I ought to be able 
to confirm, remarking that it would give credibility to the others 
if this were so. But Mrs. Maltby threw up her hands in despair, 
saying that she was confident that the lady who was with her at 
the time, would either refuse to do so, or disclaim all memory or 
knowledge of the case. But she said that she would see the lady 
in a few days and ask her. I would have preferred to do this 
myself and without the intermediation of Mrs. Maltby, but I 
could not do so, as Mrs. Maltby preferred not to embarrass her 
friend by sending me to her without first seeing the lady herself. 
I, of course, asked myself whether there might not be a purpose 
on the part of Mrs. Maltby to deceive me regarding her narrative. 
Many of my observations of her conduct, character and state- 
ments contradict such a supposition. But shrewd and astute 
people of the world may know how to take in a man when he 
least knows it, and I am not unapprised of the fact that a very 
complex and profound show of honesty may be connected with a 
deep laid plot to deceive. Madame Blavatsky was probably not 
the only shrewd and cunning deceiver in the world. I do not 
pretend to believe that Mrs. Maltby is deceiving me, for I am not 


entitled to presume anything of the kind. The predominance of 
evidence is all the other way. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


Spirit and Matter Before the Bar of Modern Science. By Isaac W. 
Heysinger, M.A., M.D. Octavo pp. 433. J. B. Lippincott 
& Co., Philadelphia. 1910. Price $3.75. 


Dr. Heysinger is also the author of a book on Solor Energy 
and is the translator of “ The Light of China.” He is not with- 
out scientific training in the discussion of the problems which his 
book considers. There are three essential ideas pervading it. 
They are philosophy, religion and facts. The title attracts the 
psychic researcher, but the primary interest of that individual 
meets with no special satisfaction until he reaches the last one 
hundred and fifty pages of the book. The first two parts of it 
are devoted to the discussion of philosophic and religious prob- 
lems, and consist largely of quotations from the well known 
authors of the last two or three centuries. The main attack is on 
the theory of materialism as an explanation of nature and mind. 
Instead of outlining that theory in its historical origin and the 
conceptions which modern science has given it, the author sim- 
ply takes the vague undefined idea of it that pervades the popular 
and other scientific minds and tries to show its insufficiency to 
account for the phenomena of the cosmos. In this task he relies, 
it seems to the present critic, too much upon the opinions of the 
men he quotes instead of giving a patient and elaborate analysis 
of the problem directly. But that is a matter of taste, and it may 
serve a more interesting purpose for the layman to be put into 
possession of these opinions without trying to appreciate technical 
discussions. The collection of such an array of expressed opin- 
ions is itself valuable, whether we choose to regard it as unsat- 
isfactory for scientific purposes or not, and it may be that it is 
only the objection of the more technical student that is invited 
by the method of the author. 

There are fifty chapters of the work, seventeen of which are 
given to the statement of the phenomena which are supposed to 
prove the spiritistic interpretation of things. It would seem to 
the present critic that the best course would have been to state 
the problem, then give the facts, and the philosophic discussion 
afterward. But the author has chosen a different course. Many 
of the facts seem to be well authenticated and some of them are 
entirely new, not having been published previously. They make 


interesting reading and help to constitute a book that is one of the 
signs of the times. 
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Mors Janua Vitae? By H. A. Dallas. William Rider and Son, 
London, 1910. 


This book, the title asking “Is Death the Gate of Life,” is by 
an intelligent member of the English Society for Psychical Re- 
search. It is an excellent summary of the evidence for survival 
after death and states the case as modestly as it does excellently. 
The material has been drawn from the published records of the 
Society and so is simply another of the several books that have 
recently represented an effort to get the problem of the Society 
before the general public. A better book could hardly be recom- 
mended to the lay reader. The material will not appear new to 
those who have seen the books of others on the same subject, but 
it will have the personal touch of the writer in it which will be an 
additional interest to certain inquirers. 

There is one limitation to the book of which certain laymen 
would complain. It is that the nature of the problem is not ex- 
plained. The author plunges into the quotation of records with- 
out indicating just how the facts apply to the problem. It is as- 
sumed that the nature of the issue is understood by people gen- 
erally, when it would seem to this reviewer that the problem is 
very little understood by any one, unfortunately no better by 
scientific men than by the laity. 

Professor W. F. Barrett, F. R. S., has written an Introduction 
to the book and indorsement of its general purpose and subject 
matter. He accepts the spiritistic interpretation, tho he does not 
go quite so far in it as the author, his reason for this being that 
he thinks it harder to prove identity than it is to prove independ- 
ent intelligence. 

Professor Barrett makes one statement to which it would 
seem that objection can be taken, tho it may be that he is not 
exactly stating a personal opinion. He says that “some of us 
are not prepared to go quite as far as the author in accepting the 
identity of the unseen intelligences as adequately proved.” He 
then adds: “ Identity would be enormously difficult to establish 
even between widely separated persons on earth, speaking to 
each other for a few minutes through, say, wireless telepathy, 
and still more so if messages from other sources were constantly 
intermingled.” 

In his own book on the subject published some time ago Pro- 
fessor Barrett adopted the spiritistic hypothesis, which, to the 
present critic, would imply that personal identity had been ade- 
quately proved. I do not think it possible, after admitting the 
large scope assigned to the subconscious by this same writer in 
the introduction to the book under notice, to prove independent 
intelligence until personal identity has been proved. If we did 
not have to reckon with the subconscious at all it might be dif- 
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ferent. But conceding it such enormous capacities as many writ- 
ers do, and among them apparently Professor Barrett, we must 
prove identity before we have any claims whatever to a spiritistic 
theory. 

Neither would I consider it a difficult task to prove personal 
identity through wireless telegraphy, assuming that you have 
honest agents using the machine. We do not have to reckon 
with any dishonesty on the part of the instrument in such cases, 
so that a word or two, at most a few sentences, would be all that 
is required in such cases to prove identity. My own experiments 
over telegraph wires absolutely proved this. The honesty of the 
communicators is all that was assumed in those experiments, the 
telegraphic instrument not entering into the question. Now in 
mediumistic experiments we cannot assume that the communi- 
cators are either honest or dishonest until we prove their exist- 
ence. That is, we cannot assume impersonation by evil spirits 
until the identity of some has been proved in order to justify the 
belief in spirits of any kind. If we assume that the medium is 
automatic we can carry out the analogy of the telegraph and not 
have to reckon with dishonesty of any kind and personal identity 
would be very easily proved. But it is because we assume that 
subconscious functions may be intelligent and capable of imper- 
sonating that we raise the sceptical question about spirits, refer- 
ring the cause, not to independent and unseen intelligences, but 
to impersonation by the medium. Hence the whole question is 
thrown upon personal identity or nothing. We assume that all 
the evidences of intelligence are explicable by the subconscious 
except the facts that are indubitably supernormal and selectively 
referred to certain specific persons that are deceased. The ab- 
sence of defined limits to subconscious functions opens the way 
to the explanation of all apparent independent intelligences and 
unless the identity of specific persons has been proved nothing is 


proved that can be claimed to be spiritistic in the usual sense of 
that term. 


